Ards Ladies Hockey Club
Ards 1st X1 continued their successful league campaign beating Queens University 2-0 on Saturday.  Both teams displayed solid attacking sets of play in the opening stages of the match so inevitably it was only a matter of time before the deadlock would be broken.  Fortunately, it was Ards who managed to secure the first goal in 20th minute from an excellent short corner routine which saw Janice Vaughan getting the final touch to secure the lead.  Queens fought back hard in an attempt to even the score line with Hannah McMillan and Julie McKnight forcing Ards Keeper Naomi McKnight to make a number of saves.  In the end, it was Ard's relentless work rate which forced the second and final goal in the 40th minute of the game.  On form Janice Vaughan again claimed the goal during open play from an excellent strike at the top of the circle placing the ball accurately in the bottom corner of the net. Ards will play Armagh away this Saturday and hope to continue their league success to date.
The U16 and U18 Girls Interprovincials are on this weekend at Stormont. Please support the Ulster teams and in particular Chloe Brown who is playing for U18 and Heather McClurg who is manager of U16's. Good luck to both Chloe and Heather!
Encouraging win for young Ards 2nds

Ards went out on Wednesday evening with a completely new attitude which proved to serve them well. It was a very competitive first half with both teams playing well with Ards particularly grateful having the luxury of young squad members from the 1st XI eligible for this game. Chloe Brown, Brenna McEwen and Becky Weir playing. It was Ards to take the lead after a cross in from the right by Brenna and after a scramble in front of the goals, captain Vikki Reid scored. In the second half the first goal was to be vital but it wasn’t to come for quite a while until Becca Ambrose struck for Ards. Ards were unfortunate to concede a rather poor goal in the closing stages of the game but the entire team is to be commended for their work rate, attitude and effort in this encounter. A very popular victory if the facebook comments are an indicator. More importantly it could be the incentive that this group need to take into other close encounters where they have not come out on top.
Ards 3rdXI 1 - 0 Holywood 2ndXI 
On Saturday Ards 3rdXI kept pace with the early league leaders in Junior 6 with a hard fought win over neighbours Holywood.  The game was a fairly scrappy affair with Ards failing to produce the free flowing hockey from the previous week and with Holywood playing very well defensively the match was always going to be a close game.  Ards created most of the early chances and nearly took the lead half way through the first half when a Sarah Louise Busby penalty corner shot was deflected narrowly wide by Jess Moore.  The Holywood keeper was called upon on numerous occasions in the early exchanges and pulled off some fine saves, however, Ards got their just rewards when they scored approaching half time.  Again Sarah Louise Busby latched on to a ball at the top of the circle and this time her first time shot eluded the Holywood defence and found the back of the net to give the home team a 1-0 lead at half time.  The second half followed the same pattern as the first with Ards having most of the possession and Holywood marshalling their defence well to keep in the game. Towards the end of the game Holywood pressed forward in search of an equaliser but Zoe Bronkhorst in the Ards defence cleared any threat of danger as she had done all afternoon.  Ards failed to further capitalise on their possession and although this was not one of their best performances they were relieved to come away with all three points.  Thank you to Gillian Murphy for umpiring and congratulations to Sarah Louise Busby Ards player of the match.
Ards 5ths 1 Malone 2nds 0

This new senior team continued their winning ways with a narrow victory against Malone 2nds in Pirrie Park. The all-important goal was scored by Kirsty Boobyer and at the other end Paula Hooker was comfortable enough with a few good saves and a clean sheet. Thanks to Joan Sterritt for organising the team, Pamela Chittick for assisting with transport at short notice and Margaret McCormack for umpiring.
U13’s   On Sunday Ards under 13’s turned out for the second series of seven-a-side matches at Deramore Park. An early goal from Grosvenor in the first match was quickly answered by good passing from Louise Bickerstaffe and Amy Rothwell allowing Tarah McGonigle to get the ball past the Grosvenor keeper. A last minute goal from Katie Majury saved the Ards team from defeat against Victorians and the game against Harlequins pulled out good performances from defenders Amy, Louise, Sarah Emerson and goalkeeper Jenny Beattie. Unfortunately, an attempt at goal by Emily Foster was not enough to compensate for the ricochet from an Ards foot that gave the Harlequins team their win. In the final two games the girls performed well and were unlucky the chances at goal by Yasmin Brownlee and Louise remained unconverted. Good performances also by Ferne Blackstock and Anna Thomas. Thanks to coach Paul Osbourne and Hannah Simpson for umpiring.        
Under 11s   
An enthusiastic Ards Primary squad played on Sunday 16th October at an Autumnal Deramore Park, Belfast. Ards were off to a determined and sharp start in their first match against a well organised Pegasus team. Some sound and calm Ards defence from Faye McCann and Megan McCann  worked the ball through the two ‘Ellies’ namely Fegan and Robinson to exert some great Ards pressure. Hannah McCann and Ella Ross worked tirelessly up front but a runaway goal from Pegasus changed the tempo of the game. In return an even more determined Ards side launched several purposeful attacks. Eventually, Hannah McCann on the left wing was rewarded with a well worked convincing goal. Faye McCann was outstanding in defence in this game in particular and this calm display inspired her fellow team mates. The final score was a fair 1-1 draw.

The second match proved to be a different game for Ards. Immense pressure from a well drilled Victorians team left Ards reeling at times. However, to their credit they worked as a team and kept positive. Kirsty Cameron, Erin Campbell and Kelsie Long worked well in defence and newcomer, Emma Barnes showed great determination in her tackling as did Lucy McIlmair and Kate Wilson. Unfortunately Ards lost to a far superior Victorians team.

The third match against the home side Harlequins was a hard fought match. This was a fast passed game with end to end hockey. Ards kept the Harlequins defence busy but a last minute surge from Harlequins saw the ball in the back of the net – an unfortunate defeat for Ards. 

The final match was an opportunity to involve as many of the players as possible and give the newcomers the chance to play with some of the more experienced players. Rolling subs worked well and all sorts of combinations and positions gave players the chance to feel involved. Grosvenor were alert and quick on the ball catching Ards unorganised at times. The encouragement from the sidelines spurred the players on and Kirsty Cameron who vowed “never to stand still” found herself on the left with only 1 player to beat- this she did coolly and calmly. This was a crowd pleaser and the camaraderie in the team was evident as the team became even more focused and determined. This was encouraging for Giselle and Zara newcomers to the team. Big thanks to all the parents who supported the girls today, to Karen Fegan, assistant coach for the day who also did a great job organising and to Paddy – “our runner” for the day.
Friday 21st October.
4th xi v Grosvenor 4th xi. Passback 7.30pm at C.I.Y.M.S.
Saturday 22nd October
1st xi v Armagh 1st xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
2nd xi v Armagh 2nd xi. Passback 4.00pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
3rd xi. No match.
5th xi. No Match.
Sunday 23rd October
Under 15s v Lisnagarvey B @ Lisnagarvey, 12 noon
Under 14 As v Carrick U15B@ CIYMS, 1pm

Under 14 Bs V North Down U15s @ CIYMS, 2pm.

