Ards 1st XI 0 Cork Harlequins 1 (Irish Senior Cup)
Many other games again fell victim to the severe frost but all parties involved were keen to keep this game on due to the travel implications for the visitors. Indeed Ards would have been hopeful of progressing to the quarter finals of the Irish Senior Cup on Saturday when they hosted Cork Harlequins at Ards Leisure Centre. It was the Cork outfit’s second trip to the North this season as the teams met in the Irish Hockey League in October with Ards coming out convincing 3-0 winners. 

However, it was ‘Quins who started stronger pressing the Ards team back from the start and winning their first penalty corner after just 4 minutes. The resulting strike was well saved by Ards keeper, Naomi McKnight and scrambled away the Ards defence. The visitors continued to put the home side under unrelenting pressure and won a second penalty corner in the 15th minute which they failed to convert. 

Ards struggled to find any rhythm to their play and as Cork compressed the game Ards only rarely troubled the oppositions defence. The Ards forward line worked hard with some great runs from Brenna McEwan and one the rare occasion the team was able to thread a pass through to her she was unfortunate to see an excellent strike go narrowly wide. 

The remaining 15 minutes of the first half was generally scrappy with neither team creating any further opportunities to take the lead.

Ards started the second half more brightly after some stern words from the management team.  Within the first 5 minutes Ards were much more comfortable on the ball and stretched the ‘Quins defence with some excellent play by Chloe Brown who linked well with the hard working Emma Begley. Unfortunately Ards were unable to capitalise on this pressure and let the visitors back into the game.  Cork counter attacked quickly and won a penalty corner in the 14th minute of the second half after a clumsy tackle by an Ards defender. Irish international Cliodhna Sargent broke the deadlock with an excellent reverse stick shot into the bottom left hand corner of the goal. 

Ards fought hard to find an equaliser and won two corners in the last ten minutes of the match but were unfortunate not to score. Cork played clever hockey by breaking down play and despite their efforts Ards never really looked like equalising. 

The team were bitterly disappointed at the result and more so at their performance although undoubtedly missed Tamara MacLeod’s and recently married Katy Bennett’s experience and skill. 

The team will have taken some positives from this match and will be determined to put this performance behind them before they meet Randalstown in the One 1918 Premier League this Saturday.

Junior Club Matches for Primary Girls

On Sunday 23 January the Primary Girls travelled to Meadowbank Sports Arena in Magherafelt for a Tournament attended by fourteen other clubs. The Arena was stunning and it was a new experience for the girls to be playing indoors.

Their first match was against Lisnagarvey A and forwards Eve Corry and Kathryn Sinclair played well with Elle Fegan keeping the ball in the Ards half most of the match until Elle scored in the final minute giving Ards the win.  Final score Ards 1 Lisnagarvey 0.

Game two saw a fresh team fielded for Ards this time playing Carrick. The defenders Erin Hiles and Ella Ross worked hard to keep the ball forward allowing the forwards Katie Browne, Lauren Spence and Ellie Robinson to feed the ball to Jasmine Frazer for 2 goals.  Carrick eventually broke through the Ards defence sneaking one past keeper Jemma Thompson.  Final score Ards 2 Carrick 1.

Ards girls were on a roll but their third match was against Banbridge who scored within the first minute and although in this game Ards produced good play from two young forwards Megan McCann and Ellie, Banbridge defence was just too good. Megan McAlees and Erin worked hard with keeper Jemma at the back but Banbridge kept pushing scoring once again.  Final score Ards 0 Banbridge 2. 

Ards met with Rainey A in their final match of the day and having played Rainey at Carrickfergus last year the girls knew what was ahead of them.  Rainey played well using the whole width of the pitch and although Ards forwards Katie, Elle, Megan, Jasmine and Lauren pushed forward during the match Chloe Irvine and Kathryn had their work cut out as Rainey kept the pressure on at the back scoring twice throughout the 12 minutes.  Some good saves made by Jemma in the final match who worked hard throughout the day. Final score Ards 0 Rainey 2.

The girls had a great day, with two good wins. Well done to all involved and particular thanks to travelling support and the staff in attendance Claire, Lynda and Helen.
Junior Club ‘half-term’ will be on Tuesday 15th February when there will be no sessions for the juniors. However, juniors and their parents are very welcome to come down to see the 1st XI in a midweek league encounter with Lurgan with the ‘One 1918 Premier League’ game scheduled to start at 7.30pm. Junior club will resume as normal on the following Tuesday, 22nd February. In between then and now the Under 13s and Under 14s are due to play weekend fixtures again and immediately after that the Under 15s.
Fixtures for Saturday

1918 Premier League - 1st XI V Randalstown, 2.30, Antrim Forum 

Junior League 2 - 2nd XI V Priorians, 4pm, Ards Leisure Centre 

Junior League 6 - 3rd XI V Dromore, 2.30pm, Ards Leisure Centre 

Junior League 7 - 4thXI V Harlequins, 4pm, Grosvenor Grammar 

