Ards Ladies Hockey Club

Ards 1st xi unbeaten start to premier league finished on Saturday with a 1-0 defeat to Armagh at Ards Leisure Centre. Ards were without the talented Chloe Brown who was representing Ulster u18s and Heather McClurg who was managing the u16s. Nevertheless, this was a disappointing reverse in a game Ards should and could have won which could prove costly.
The game was a rather one sided affair with Ards dominating possession throughout the 70 minutes with Heather Cox very strong in defence and Brenna McEwen and Hannah Coey working hard up front. Ards failed to break the deadlock even with an accumulation of seven penalty corners. 
Armagh stole into the lead when a crash ball was deflected and fell kindly to them early in the second period. By this stage Ards were already feeling ‘very hard done by’ as they had a ‘goal’ disallowed. Ards were ordered by their coaches to step up pressure on the Armagh team and spent much of the final quarter of the game camped in the opposition territory. From this pressure Ards believed that they had secured an equaliser when Katy Bennett worked the ball into the net and the girls made their way back to re-start looking to press for the winner. With the closely positioned umpire allowing the goal the Armagh players protested and the far umpire came from 40 yards away to report an ambiguous infringement and the decision to award a goal was reversed.

The Armagh coach Niall McCool said after the game ‘we certainly rode our luck and on another day we could have lost three or four nil. We were inside their 25yard line on two occasions and scored on one of them’. Ards will hope to improve on their goal scoring for the game this weekend away to Lisnagarvey.
On a brighter note, Chloe Brown played an impressive role in securing the Under 18 inter-provincials for Ulster with a superb display against Munster in particular scoring two great goals in the Saturday afternoon fixture while her Ards 1st XI team mates were struggling to break down a resolute Armagh defence. They went on to beat Leinster in the decider in horrendous conditions on Sunday afternoon with Chloe scoring another two goals in the Sunday games. Congratulations to Heather McClurg who took the Under 16 squad to the runners-up position in their contest only losing out to a strong Leinster team who beat them 1-0 in the head-to-head game.
Ards 2nds 2 Armagh 2nds 1

In a re-run of the corresponding 1st game the two club second Xi’s took the pitch straight after the controversial 1st xi game to fight for the precious points. With a timely lift of spirits the Ards second string  topped their splendid performance last week with a fantastic performance. Ards came out working superbly as a team and again putting in great effort, this was rewarded when Jessica Ross scored a great goal from a fierce shot from the right. Armagh did look dangerous in the first half scoring a penalty corner though Ards competed well ensuring they didn't score again. Score at half-time was 1-1.

Half way through the second half and under increasing pressure, Sarah Foster secured an Ards victory scoring from right in front of the net. This goal led to the game being stepped up a notch with Armagh desperate for a second goal. The entire Ards outfit ensured their win and did not concede with Francesca Brown and an utterly defiant Hannah Simpson in goals defending superbly to win the game. This was an exciting encounter and although Armagh perhaps were better individually, Ards worked better as a team and won purely down to sheer grit and determination.

 
Ards 4th XI 3 Grosvenor 4th XI 1

Grosvenor started the Friday night game very strong and scored within 5 minutes.  Ards fought back and Leanna Thompson deflected a ball into the net for the equaliser.  Ards scored their second goal in the second half when super play from Bethanie Chambers, who passed the ball to Claire Briggs to score.Gemma Adair picked up the ball in her own half and ran to the Grosvenor goal, passed to Bethanie Chambers, who then slotted Ards third goal home.  Consistent and constructive play from Laura Walker, Corriander Geddis, Gemma Adair and Alex Paden helped to maintain Ards 4th xi’s ascendancy in blustery conditions.
Congratulations to the Ards Player of the Match – Bethanie Chambers.

Ards under 15’s 8 Lisnagarvey B’s 0
A terrible weather forecast couldn’t stop an Ards under 15 squad of 14 players putting in a fantastic display of skill, and top notch goal scoring. Ards lined up in the rain, the defence were put into action from the start as the team got to grips with the weather and their new playing colleagues.

Once settled the team shone in midfield with Jenna Sloan competing well to play through to our strong forward line including Harriet Bradford who created great space and passes into the opposition circle. First half substitutes Megan Spence, Megan Jeffers and Anna Brown showed flare and strength as they battled to make play and score chances.

This provided a number of opportunities from goal mouth scrambles to fierce shots from the edge of the circle. Scorers were Kirsty Boobyer, Bethan Edge, and Sophie Carlisle (2) thus Ards went in at half time 4-0 up.

A quick half time turnaround in deteriorating conditions saw Ards continue where they left off with Bethan, Kirsty (2) and Cara-May Bailie slotting the ball home again from close range with our one and only corner being scored from a straight strike from Kirsty.

Gemma Lyons had a quiet day in goals and responded well on one occasion to keep Ards with a clean sheet. Claire Morrison, Lucy Yourston, Ashleigh Gillanders and Corriander Geddis lined up as a formidable defence and performed well stopping any attacks. No doubt they will come into their own in games where we come under greater pressure.
Thank you to Margaret McCormick for umpiring and to the travelling support on a wet sideline.

Ards Under 14s

On Sunday the Under 14 (A) team braved the elements to play against Carrick Under 15(B) in the Under 15 Development League at CIYMS. They quickly took control of the game and dominated the play.  Nina Glendenning was hardly troubled in nets and any attacks were swiftly dealt with by Florence Ogonda and Sarah Simpson.Good linking play by Abby Larmour and Rachael Powderly continually pressed Ards into the scoring zone where goals from Danielle Falkiner (2), Gabrielle Park (4), Erin Larmour (3), Shannon Booth (1) and Leona Lappin (1) resulted in a comprehensive win. As the conditions deteriorated many of the Bs were introduced in rotation but the Carrick team were more than happy to shorten the second half and limit the damage. With a number of the Ards Under 14Bs already soaked and others arriving anticipating some action an attempt was made to play their fixture against North Down on the less water-logged part of the CIYMS pitch. Unfortunately the weather took a turn for the worse in the opening minutes of this match and with water lying in deep puddles on the pitch it was decided that safest option was for it to be abandoned.

Thanks to all the girls for turning up in the horrendous weather and especially to Jordan Meredith who even arrived early only for her debut match to be short-lived. Thanks to Elaine Larmour and Jill Poots for their managerial input and also a big thank you to Hannah Simpson for umpiring in such dreadful conditions. Possibly the highlight of her day was being allowed to soak Gillian…charities to benefit accordingly! (See photograph attached).
JUNIOR CLUB resumes on Tuesday 8th November with a one-week break for half-term. Enjoy the holiday and let’s hope for a decent stretch of weather to include the next Sunday fixtures for all relevant age groups in the Ulster leagues. Any kit required for Christmas should be ordered through Jillian Paden as soon as possible as time is running out for the 6 week deadline that is needed. 
Fixtures for the weekend

1st xi v Lisnagarvey 1st xi. Passback 2.30pm at Garvey Hockey Club, Hillsborough.
2nd xi v Knock 2nd xi. Passback 1.15pm at St Colman's High School, Black's Road, Dunmurry. (Please note this is 1st Round McConnell Shield Fixture).
3rd xi v Carrick 2nd xi. Passback 4.15pm at Ards Leisure Centre. Please note this is 1st Round Junior Cup Fixture.
4th xi v Carrick 3rd xi. Passback 4.00pm at Carrick Leisure Centre.
5th xi v Bangor 2nd xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ballykillaire, Bangor.
