Ards Ladies Hockey Club

Ards 1st X1 disappointedly lost 5-2 to Lurgan on Saturday. Due to various reasons Ards were missing a number of experienced senior players. Despite this, it was Ards who initially took the lead in the game when Chloe Brown superbly converted a short corner opportunity. Ards continued to look threatening & worked hard to retain pressure on the Lurgan side. Lurgan however had their own strategies to cope with such pressure and managed to equalise 15 minutes before half time. With the scoreline back to dead lock it was Lurgan's Jo Wilson who claimed the leading goal to leave the score 2-1 at half time. Ards came out fighting with Emma Lindsay & Hannah Coey both displaying sterling work rates, Ard's Caroline Adams narrowly missed a short corner conversion that could have brought them back into the game. Again Lurgan displayed determination & strength when Lurgan's Jo Wilson claimed 2 more break away goals from excellently injected balls into the circle. Ard's continued to fight to the end, a determined Chloe Brown skillfully slotted a straight strike past the keeper from open play in the last 10 minutes of the game to make it 4-2 to Lurgan. Unfortunately this was not the last goal of the game; Lurgan's star player Jo Wilson controlled an excellent cross ball into the circle to hammer it past Ard's keeper. A disappointing performance that the Ards side hope to move on from as turn their attentions towards playing Pegasus this Thursday. 
Ards 2ndXI 2 Lurgan 2ndXI 4 
With the loss of a few key players to the 1stXI, this was always going to be a tough match. Both teams started strong, with breaks into opposing circles. Lurgan struck first within ten minutes, caused by a lapse of concentration in the Ards defence. Ards didnt let this unsettle them, with an opportunist goal almost directly after the re-start from Amanda Huston. Lurgan came back hard, putting Ards under pressure. However, it was Ards who score next, with an excellent skilful run through the circle by Jess Ross, leaving the score at half time 2-1. The second have started much like the first, with chances by both teams. Ards began to suffer, with a lack of subs and a series of injuries, which Lurgan capitalized on, resulting in a goal. The loss of Hannah Wishart, one of Ards main backs, saw Lurgan push ahead, scoring another two goals by the end of the game. Although this was a hard fought match from the Ards team, Lurgan proved to be the better side on the day.
Ards 3rd xi 2 - 1 Coleraine 3rd xi
 Ards entertained an experienced Coleraine team at Ards Leisure Centre 
and eventually ran out 2 - 1 winners in a keenly contested game. Ards 
started the game the better of the two sides and forced the visitors 
onto the back foot early on with Jess Moore, Jess Rollo and Stacie 
Lappin all creating early chances but the Coleraine defence held firm 
and competently dealt with the danger. At the other end Coleraine 
relied on creating chances on the break but once again this week Zoe 
Bronkhorst produced some excellent tackling to thwart any danger. Ards 
persistence eventually paid off and they scored the first goal of the 
game through a penalty corner when Jess Moore found Kerry Long at the 
top of the circle and her first time shot found the back of the net. 
Just as it looked as if Ards would go into the break in the lead they 
were pegged back deep in their half and following a skirmish on the 
goal line the ball squeezed over the line into the Ards goal, leaving 
the score 1-1 at half time.
 
Ards became at bit unnerved by the Coleraine goal and their play became 
a bit scrappy in the second half allowing Coleraine to get back into 
the game and the game could have gone either way as both teams pushed 
forward in search of the winning goal. Coleraine created some good
chances but the Ards defence remained steadfast and cleared their 
lines. At the other end Ards continued to create chances on the break 
and it was from one of these that they eventually got the winning goal 
after a cross inside the circle took a deflection off a defenders stick 
and
found the back of the net to give the home team the three points.
 
Thanks to Elaine Larmour for umpiring and congratulations to Kerry 
Long, Rachel Falkiner
Gemma Adair and Nikki Shepherd who all shared this week's player of the
match.
Ards 4ths 4 Ulster Elks 4ths 0

The 4ths travelled to Jordanstown on Friday night to play the first round of the cup against Jordanstown Elks 4ths. The first half ended with neither team managing to score. After half time Ards immediately looked like the stronger team and within minutes Laura Sinnamon scored the first goal of the match. Ards continued to push forward and were awarded a continuous flow of penalty corners. Sami McClements scored the second goal of the match and the team got increasingly confident. When the ball did go into the Ards defensive area the defenders cleared every ball strongly. Maggie Sinnamon scored the third goal and a few minutes before the end of the match Claire Millar put in the last goal of the match. Player of the match was jointly awarded to Sarah Louise Busby and Sarah Louise Baird for their strength of play and determination pushing the team forward.

Ards 5th XI  0 -1 South Antrim 1st XI 
Ards 5th XI travelled to Lisburn on Saturday to play an experienced South Antrim 1st XI in an entertaining game which either side could have won.  South Antrim started the better of the two sides and put the Ards defence under early pressure, however, the Ards defence was fairly steadfast and resolute and comfortably cleared the danger.  It took Ards a while to get into their stride and they found it hard to break through the home side's defence, however it wasn't long before the midfield of Cara Mae Bailie, Lucy Yourston and Molly Brett got to grips with the speed of the game and started to push Ards forward.  Ards could have taken the lead just before the interval when a good run on the left by Kirsty Boobyer led to a melee in the South Antrim circle and despite getting to the ball first Jenna Fraser was unable to convert the chance, leaving the half time score 0-0.  The 2nd half was again an even affair with both teams playing attacking hockey and going in search of the opening goal and it was South Antrim who finally broke the deadlock.  An Ards attack on the left broke down and the home team broke swiftly out of defence down the right hand side, their right wing rounded the Ards defender and slotted the ball past the Ards keeper from a narrow angle.  Ards refused to let their heads drop and pushed forward in search of an equaliser, however, despite several good chances from Jenny Leslie and Kirsty Boobyer the South Antrim defence was up to the challenge and their goal remained intact.  Final score 1-0 to South Antrim.  Despite narrowly losing the team can be, once again, proud of their performance and determination and were unlucky to leave Lisburn without anything to show from the game.  Congratulations to Cara Mae Bailie who was this week's Ards player of the match.

Ards vs portadown Under 15 league Ards 1 Portadown 2
An Ards ‘eleven’ took to the pitch at Garvey on Sunday due to unavailability from the 20 strong squad. Nina Glendinning in goals had a fantastic match and on reflection kept Ards in the match from early on. Ali Carson opened the scoring in the first 2 minutes and she drove home a scuffle round the goal mouth. It was a very open match with both teams creating chances and failing to put them away. Portadown drew level as they broke from midfield and made their chance count.

Play went from end to end as the girls gave it their all knowing if they came off we were down to 10 players. A Portadown corner crept in after 2 saved attempts which left Ards chasing a draw with less than 2 minutes to go. Good attacking play from midfield up to the forward nearly saw a corner awarded which would have given us the last chance of the match but it wasn’t to be.

The girls played very well as individuals and more importantly as a team coach Julie was able to see the improvement in how Tuesday club night is making the players stronger and more aware of their team mates around them. Thanks to Phil Mills for umpiring with Ross and Lynn helping on the side line.

ARDS Under 14 squads had two successful run-outs on Sunday against their Grosvenor counterparts at CIYMS. Pitches were suffering from the drainage problems were persist now at this venue and despite bright conditions overhead the sticky residue of the previous day’s rain was not conducive to good hockey on the deck. With considerable dominance with the ball the A squad were unable to capitalise with many goals but did run out winners with a score that finished either 4-3 or 4-2 although some players had counted 5 Ards goals. The definite goal scorers in the A match were Gabrielle, Shannon, Abbey and then Gabrielle again with most of these coming from crosses from the right.  In the B’s game the play was much more open and less scrappy with young Jenny Beattie making a confident debut in goals to add authority to play at the back which was otherwise well-marshalled by Holly Stephens at sweeper. In a 3-1 victory for Ards goal scorers were Becky Poots, Claudia Coulter and Shannon Boothe. Thanks to Elaine and Jill in managing with Hannah Simpson and Naomi McKnight under the watchful eye of Pamela Chittick as our umpires on the day.
Fixtures for weekend
Thursday 1st December
1st xi v Pegasus 1st xi. Passback 6.45pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
Saturday 3rd December
1st v Lisnagarvey 1st. Passback 2.30pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
2nd xi - No Match.
3rd xi - No Match.
4th xi v Newcastle 2nd xi. Passback 2.30pm at Donard Park, Newcastle.
5th xi v Larne 3rd xi. Passback 4.00pm at Greenland Pitch which is situated at Larne High School - on astro.
