Ards Ladies Hockey

Following last week’s defeat, Ards 1st XI entered Saturday’s game against Ulster Elks knowing they needed to gain vital points in this match. As always matches between these two sides are always very closely contested, and with all of this in mind, Ards started the game the strong, dominating the possession which led to a brilliant peace of individual skill from Chloe Brown to take the ball from inside her own half and claim the first goal of the game in the 10th minute of play. However, they were unable to hold on to their early lead, when an Ards penalty corner broke down and the home side were able to capitalise on an outnumbered Ards defence. Ards continued to press for another goal, but were unable to break a strong Elks defence until the end of the first half when a well worked penalty corner was converted by Chloe Brown to claim her second goal of the game. 

Ards started the second half strongly, but despite this Elks responded with a goal after a controversial decision from the umpire to bring the came back on to even terms.  With some good play from midfielders Emma Lindsay and Katy Bennett, Ards continued to put pressure on the Elks defence, winning a further two penalty corners, in the first of which, Caroline Adams was denied a goal when she narrowly missed and hit the post. The second was scored by Janice Vaughan who deflected a perfectly placed cross from Caroline Adams into the goal to take Ards ahead once more. Ards defence were kept busy as Elks pressed for the equaliser, and remained solid until Elk’s forwards were able to pick up a lucky rebound off Ards keeper, Hannah Simpson, to bring the game to 3-3. 

The home side were weakened towards the end of the match with two players receiving yellow cards, one of these players then received a red card for a further offence, leaving Elks with just 9 players on the field. However, Ards were unable to take advantage of this, and the game finished 3-3.  
Ards 2nds 1 Randalstown 2nds 2
Ards played well against a strong Randalstown side on Saturday afternoon. Good hockey was on show throughout the half though Ards were 1-0 down by half time. The second half proved to be a very close contest especially after the traveling Chloe Brown equalised with an excellent straight strike. The game became very competitive in the second half to the extent that birthday celebrant Hannah Wishart was issued a green card albeit in somewhat amusing circumstances. Hannah was tripped up so she fell and whilst on the ground the ball hit her so by the letter of the law the free was against her but she asked the umpire ‘was she kidding’and promptly got carded. Ards were then unfortunate to finish with a 2-1 defeat when they conceded again with ten minutes to go.
Ards 3rd XI 1- 1 Saintfield 2nds 
On Saturday Ards 3rds and Saintfield 2nds played out a very competitive 1 -1 draw on the gravel at Saintfield.  The home side started the better of the two teams and really put Ards on the back foot from the first whistle and could have taken the lead on several occasions early on, however, a couple of timely tackles by Zoe Bronkhorst and saves by goalie Nicola Patton kept the teams on level terms. Ards found it hard to adapt to the gravel surface and their unforced errors continued to give Saintfield plenty of possession in midfield and it wasn't long before they deservedly took the lead through a good move on the left which provided the centre forward which a chance from close in which left Nicola Patton little opportunity to clear the danger.  This was the wake up call that Ards needed and they started to create some pressure on the Saintfield side but were unable to find their way through the home defence.  Just as it looked as if Ards would go into the half time break 1 - 0 down they were fortuitous to win a penalty corner which worked perfectly when Sarah Louise Busby's first time shot was neatly deflected in by Natalie Bronkhorst on the left post to leave the half time score 1-1. The second half was a more even affair and both teams attacked in search of a winner and to secure the 3 points, however, despite good chances for Bethanie Chambers and Nicci Shepherd at one end and good penalty corner opportunities for Saintfield the score remained 1-1 and the entertaining game ended honours even. 
Congratulations to Zoe Bronkhorst this week Ards player of the match.
Ards 5ths 0 - 0 Ballymena 4ths 
Ards 5ths hosted Ballymena 4ths on Saturday in a match they needed to win to extend their lead at the top of Junior League 10 and to maintain their 100% record. The game was an entertaining encounter with Ards playing the better hockey throughout, however, the Ballymena defence thwarted every scoring chance they had.  Ards dominated most of the play and could easily have taken the lead several times during the first half with good chances from Jessica Bush and Jenna Fraser being well saved by the visiting keeper.  The pattern of play continued in the same vain in the second half with Ards making most of the chances, so much so that Marian Mateer in goals for Ards hardly touched the ball all afternoon, a testament to the young Ards team.  Ards looked as if it was only a matter of time before they would score but to their credit the Ballymena team worked tirelessly in defence, midfield and up front to keep the scores level and came away with a well-earned point with a final score 0-0. Ards will feel a bit disappointed with the draw, however, they maintained their strong position at the top of the league as their closest rivals also drew their games.
The 4th XI will have to play the rest of 2011 without their dynamic midfielder Heather White who has unfortunately sustained another attic attack injury and is left with a broken wrist. Good luck to Heather for a rapid recovery and no more climbing allowed!

1st xi - No match.
2nd xi v Greenisland 2nd xi. Passback 4.00pm at Carrick Amphitheatre (Leisure Centre).
3rd xi v Kilkeel 2nd xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
4th xi v Priorians 3rd xi. Passback 4.00pm at St Columb's Park, Limavady Road, Londonderry.
5th xi v Instonian's 2nd xi.Passback 4.00pm at Ards Leisure Centre.


