Ards 3rdxi 4- 0 Saintfield 

On Saturday Ards 3rds xi finished their season in style when they beat Saintfield 4-0 in their final league game.  With the sun shining the game had a bit of an end of term feeling to it and both teams were glad to have at last reached the end of their season.  Ards started the better of the two teams and it wasn’t long before they took the lead, from their first penalty corner.  A good hit out from Jess Moore found Sami McClements who controlled the ball well and slipped it to Sarah Louise Busby who fired home with a superb strike from the top of the circle.  The first half was a bit scrappy at times and although Ards had plenty of possession they failed to capitalise with Jess Moore and Natalie Bronkhorst going close on several occasions but the Saintfield defence was equal to the task.  Saintfield worked hard to stay in the game and relied on the speed of their forwards to create attacking opportunities, however, they never really created any clear cut chances, due in no small part to the tackling and clearing of Olivia Edgar and timely interceptions from Zoe Bronkhorst.  Ards created most of the attacking plays through the midfield combination of Chelsey Surgenor and Sarah Louise Busby who controlled most of the midfield interactions and continued to set up chances for the Ards forwards, however, despite their chances the score remained 1-0 to the home side at half time.
In the 2nd half Ards kept up the pace of the 1st half, however, maintained a better shape and structure to their game and with a bit more composure began to turn their chances into goals.  Within 10 minutes of the half Ards had stretched their lead through Jess Moore.  Following good work from Rebekah Munn and Nicci Shepherd on the right Munn crossed the ball into the circle and from the resulting melee the ball popped free to the ever alert Jess Moore who was at hand on the far post to nudge the ball home from close in.  For the remainder of the game Ards had most of the pressure and Saintfield again relied on their determination to force their way into the Ards half, however, again the home defence weren’t found wanting and were able to clear any threat on goal.  In the last 10 mins Ards made their pressure count and Jess Moore took her tally for the game to three by completing her hat-trick.  Her second goal of the game came when she timed her run perfectly and latched onto a great through ball from Sarah Louise Baird and Moore once again took the accolade of her team mates when she pounced on a loose ball in the circle following a shot from Sami McClements and fired home from close range, leaving the score 4-0 to the home team.
Well done to all the players for their hard work all season and congratulations to this week’s player of the match Sarah Louise Busby.  Finally a big thanks to Margaret and Caroline for umpiring this week.
Ards 4th XI 3 Grosvenor 4th XI 0

On Saturday Ards entertained Grosvenor in the last league match of the season.  The game began at a furious pace thanks to Jess Rollo making a fantastic run from the half way line and a mere fourteen seconds into the match found Sarah Louise Baird in the circle to score the first goal.  Ards continued to attack the Grosvenor goal and Clare Millar, who had a fantastic game in terms of work rate and positioning was denied a plethora of goals by defiant goalkeeping, goalposts and the crossbar. Grosvenor did come back at Ards occasionally on the break but Stephanie Tallentire, Gemma Adair and Katie Tener kept them at bay.  If they pierced the Ards defence then Marian Mateer was called upon as usual to make excellent saves.  Gillian Murphy came on before half time to play her first game of the season and showed her usual expertise and talent to direct the play.  Mel Rollo, who benefited from the extra space made some excellent drives through, and on one occasion crashed the ball over to her sister Jess who deflected it nicely to convert the second goal. Half time score was 1-0 for Ards. Ards continued to dominate the second half with young Rachel Brown becoming more and more assertive as she came through from defence to the attack on timely bursts on the opposition circle.  Gillian Murphy showed her skill again and a reverse stick pass enabled Heather White to score the third goal of the match. Player of the match this week was Jess Rollo. Final score Ards 3-0 Grosvenor.
This team now have to stay ‘fit’ and focused for the Minor Plate final on Saturday 7th May.
