ARDS 1STXI VS KNOCK 1STXI
Ards returned to league action on Saturday when they secured a 3-0 victory at home against Knock. Ards began the game at a high tempo and were ahead within 10 minutes. Good work from Katy Fraser and Emma Begley created an opportunity for Tamara McLeod which she slotted home. Ards continued to press but were unable to add to their lead. As the half progressed Ards allowed Knock to come in to the game. Solid defensive work by Becca Matchett and Lynn Mills ensured the score remained 1-0 at half time.
The second half started with Ards pressing forward and within 5 minutes of the restart they had doubled their lead. Good work from Becky Weir forced a penalty corner which was converted by Hannah Coey. This gave Ards confidence and they dominated possession but despite forcing several more penalty corners were unable to add to their lead. It was not until the last 10 minutes that Ards added to their score when good work from Katy Fraser and Becky Weir created a chance for Tamara McLeod which she blasted home. Ards return to league action when they play Queens at the Dub on Friday 22nd October at 7.30pm.

2nd xi 1 Priorians 2nd xi 1
Ards seconds made the long trip to the North West to play against a Priorians team based in Londonderry. Having needed the accommodation of the school teams they come from to be able to make the difficult 1pm start it was unfortunate that the domination displayed on the pitch was not turned into a convincing victory. Thanks to the drivers for helping the team fulfil this difficult fixture.


Ards 3rds 1 Greenisland 3rds 0
On Saturday afternoon Ards 3rd XI entertained Greenisland 3rd XI at Ards Leisure Centre in the latest round of league matches in Ulster League Junior 6.  Ards got off to a perfect started when they forced a penalty corner following good work between Sarah Louise Busby and Niamh Hughes and up stepped Sami McClements to rifle the ball home from the top of the circle.   The game was a fairly even affair throughout the first half with Ards creating several chances through their wings Natalie Bronkhorst and Jess Moore whilst at the other end Zoe Bronkhorst made several timely tackles to ensure that the Ards circle was well defended.   Half way through the first period Ards could easily have extended their lead when good interchange between Niamh Hughes and Rebekah Munn on the right enabled Hughes to flash a cross into the circle and despite her best effort Jess Moore couldn’t make firm enough contact with the ball and it was deflected wide of the far post.   Greenisland also had their fair share of attacking play, however, the fact that Ards keeper Nicola Patton only touched the ball once in the 1st half was testament to the defensive ability of those in front of her at the heart of the Ards defence.

In the second half Greenisland pressed forward looking for the equaliser and gaps started to appear in their defence as they overcommitted to attack.  This gave Ards the chance to turn defence into attack with quick passing and movement off the ball and on several occasions they opened up the Greenisland defence and could easily have put the game beyond the visitors reach, however, a combination of good saves and weak finishing meant that Ards maintained their slender 1-0 lead.  Ards best move of the game also created their best chance of the second half when Alex Deering found Sarah Louise Busby on the edge of the Ards circle and she, Nikki Shepherd and Jess Moore weaved their way through the Greenisland team, however, the move ended in disappointment as Moore’s first time shot evaded the advancing keeper but also the far post.  The final ten minutes were a bit nervy for Ards as they tried to defend their slender lead with Greenisland pressing for an equaliser, however, they thwarted the danger and held out for  what was, based on the balance of play, a deserved win.Thank you to 1st XI players Janice and Caroline who umpired this week and well done to Jess Moore who was this week’s player of the match. 
Ards 4th XI 2 Knock 3rd XI 0
Saturday saw a home match for Ards on the gravel pitch on the Portaferry Road as Ards 1st XI and 3rd XI were at home on the astroturf at the Leisure Centre. On a beautiful October afternoon, Ards made the best start and pressurised the Knock goal with great play down the Ards right from Judith Taylor, Mel Rollo and Clare Briggs. Knock briefly came into the game causing Ards stand-in keeper, Marion Mateer to pull off a super save, despite getting whacked on the head by an errant stick.  Ards pressure paid off as Jenny Martin converted a well-placed ball into the circle to give Ards a deserved half time lead. Knock began the second half more determined, but Ards still had the balance of the play.  Diane Lee held things steady in the Ards defence and allowed Ards to again exploit Knock down the right hand side of the pitch.  Sustained pressure lead to a goal from Heather White, to seal the match for Ards. Final Score Ards 2-0 Knock. Ards ‘Player of the Match’ this week was Mel Rollo.
JUNIOR CLUB NEWS
Please note that there will be NO JUNIOR CLUB on Tuesday 26th October due to the half-term break. We will resume on Tuesday 2nd November at the normal times for each age group.

The Ards under 11 girls' squad travelled to CIYMS on Sunday 17th October to take part in a tournament organised by Ulster Hockey. The tournament's aim was to promote hockey at this young age at a non competitive level. 15 girls from the Ards Junior Club took part in 5 matches against Belfast Harlequins A and B teams, Grosvenor, Knock and Rainey. In their first match against Belfast Harlequins the girls held the match to a one all draw. Kathyrn Sinclair scored the all important goal. In their second match against BHQ A team the Ards girls were surprised by the increase in speed of this game and were beaten by a strong team. The next matches were all tough matches but as the tournament progressed the girls became more determined and by their final match against Rainey were narrowly defeated by one goal to nil. Megan McAleese played for her first time in goals and despite a hand injury in the second match went on to save many good attempts at goal. Well done to all the girls. (Katie P, Jenny, Eve, Jemma, Jasmine, Erin, Kathyrn, Lauren, Zara, Catriona, Chloe, Megan Mc, Megan, Ellie and Katie) They will continue training on a Tuesday night and can look forward to a fun day at Meadowbank indoor stadium in Magherafelt January.
Fixtures for the weekend

Friday 22nd October 2010
 1st xi v Queen's 1st xi. Passback 7.30pm on water based pitch at The Dub.
 Saturday 23rd October 2010
 2nd xi v Randalstown 3rd xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
 3rd xi v Dromore 4th xi. Passback 1.00pm at Ferris Park, Dromore.
 4th xi v Harlequins 7th xi. Passback 4.00pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
Sunday 24th October
Ards Under 15s v Victorians 1pm @ CIYMS 

Ards Under 14s v Grosvenor Under 15s 2pm @ NICS

