Ards 1st XI 4 Victorians 1st XI 0

Ards XI met with Victorians in the Ulster Shield on Saturday 18th.  With the horrendous weather conditions, it was never going to be a pretty match; however, Ards came away with a convincing win of 4-0 having controlled the majority of the game.
Ards started strong with Becky Weir, Chloe Brown and Brenna McEwen controlling the game from the front and within 13 minutes, Chloe Brown expertly shot from the right side of the circle to open the score.  In the 24th minute, Katy Fraser picked a lose ball up on the ‘25’, drove into the circle and finished well with a lovely reverse stick shot. 

2-0 up but then Ards lost their concentration.  After some poor defending from Ards midfield, Vic broke free and drove at the Ards defence circle.  A sloppy corner was conceded giving Vic their first and only short corner of the first half.  Victorians converted the strike but after appeal the umpires consulted with each other and disallowed the ‘goal’; the first shot being illegally above the back board of the goal. 

The second half saw Chloe Brown scoring her second goal in the 14th minute.  Chloe skilfully dodged three of the Victorians defenders before bringing it across the keeper and slipping it into the back of the net. Chloe who was looking for her first hat trick for new club Ards made many useful runs, cutting open the Victorians defence.  However, the fourth and final goal came from Brenna McEwan.  Hannah Coey took a quick free finding Chloe Brown in the circle.  Chloe tapped it in to the middle for Brenna who hammered it into the net. The final whistle was welcomed by both drenched teams.  Ards can now look forward to the midweek tie with Omagh.

Ards 2nd xi 1 – 3 Dromore 2xi

Captain Heather Whitten reported on the first outing for an almost entirely new 2nds squad. Many of last years starring names have spread their wings and flown overseas to university we wish them all the best. However the squad that took to the pitch on Saturday in Dromore were filled with nervous excitement. Despite struggling to find our shape in the words of our ‘guest’ star goal keeper of Claire Black the work rate was extremely high. We conceded 5 penalty corners and 3 goals however the statistics don’t reflect the more evenly matched territorial battle and potential that was shown by each of the girls who stepped up. Our goal came mid-way through the second half from a perfectly weighted shot on target by Rebecca Ambrose and defiantly rolled into the goal by Vikki Reid. With some talented regulars returning to the squad from their adventures on the 1st XI I anticipate an exciting season!

 

Ards 4th XI 0 PSNI 3rd XI 1

 

On a very wet afternoon at Ards Leisure Centre, Ards 4th XI began their new season against PSNI 2nd XI.  The team welcomed back regular umpire, Eileen Saunders.

Both sides evenly contested the first half.  Barbara Weir, stepping into goals for Paula Hooker, made some vital saves, keeping Ards in the match.  Joan Sterritt and Rachel Brown both defended superbly at the back.  After increased pressure from the PSNI forwards, they scored the only goal of the game in a move coming from open play.  This gave the visitors a half time lead.

 

Ards fought back in the second half and gained a number of short corners but were denied a goal each time by the PSNI sweeper.  Ards maintained pressure through excellent play from Bethany Chambers, Judith Taylor and Maggie Sinnamon.  Mel and Jess Rollo connected well with Bethany Chambers, but no goal resulted.

 

Ards Player of the Match was Bethany Chambers.

Final score Ards 0 PSNI 1


 
Under 15 Tournament  A new era in Junior Hockey dawned on Sunday as ‘last years under 14’s’ rehearsed for this weekend’s opening of the Ulster Under 15 leagues with a ‘pre-season’ tournament hosted by Grosvenor hockey club.
A round robin tournament made up of 2 groups of 6 teams saw Ards line up in the first match against Saintfield which, with hindsight, provided a costly 0-0 draw. The 6-a-side set up meant Ards could not bring every body who wanted to play but coach Julie Stewart managed to rotate one of the largest squads at the tournament so that everybody got a good run out.
Match two against ‘Lurgan C’s saw Jenna ‘5 goals’ Frazer  make scoring look easy, as she was in the right place at the right time to make the opposition pay. Gemma Adair kept things tight at the back as Ards played with a sweeper to allow the numerous forwards up front to get pitch time.  A rotating midfield of Bethanie Chambers, Kerry long, Hannah Crymble & Leah Green took control of the sometime frantic run of play.

Nicole Lyons lined up in the 3rd match against Grosvenor B to dictate play from the back, a 0-0 draw was the outcome; chances weren’t converted but at our defensive end Sian Doherty in goals made sure no goals went in. Ali Finlay ran the oppositions defence all over the pitch as she worked into good attacking positions in each match backed up by Leah in midfield.  In match 4 against a weaker host outfit it was the turn of the right side of the field to put away the goals, Leanna Thompson slotted 2 excellent goals past the goalie to be followed up by a well deserved goal from Bethanie Chambers whose determination throughout the tournament shone through. Goal number 4 was clinically scored by Ashleigh Kennedy from a tight angle so a good win but our 2 draws left us behind on points unable to catch the Lurgan A side who had won all their matches and would be group winners – the only thing left to do as we lined up against the group winners in the last match was to finish with a good result. A subtle change of line up and the commanding tackling and marking all over the pitch proved too much for the group winners – the first goal for Ards came about from a last ditch tackle in our defensive area by Gemma giving possession to Bethanie who powered down the pitch to shoot and score. The second goal and very well deserved goal came from Hannah Crymble who pounced on a loose ball and placed it between the posts. The 3rd goal came from a storming run by Kerry Long who worked tirelessly through out all the games in attack and more importantly defensively. The impact of the 3-0 result to Ards reverberated throughout those wearing or supporting the ‘orange and blue’ but was a popular result in other quarters as well as Lurgan junior sides are traditionally hard to beat.
Thank you to all the support from the side line, as this does make a difference to the team and a big thank you to Davy Larmour who umpire the under 15’s. Well done to Coach Julie Stewart who was performing in her own right a day earlier when she was 3rd in the sprint distance ‘Portaferry triathlon’. Julie swam from Strangford to Portaferry, jumped on a bike and followed it up with a 5km run. This event was last run 20 years ago (look on u-tube to see some very fetching tracksuits!)  Julie says “This is my second year of Triathlon and it is a great sport open to all ages and abilities – everybody should definitely ‘tri’ one in there lifetime” . Julie is a former Irish international hockey player and could still be a dominant force in any match in Ireland but she choses to give her focus to the Ards juniors instead and we are all continually grateful for this.
The ‘up and coming’ Ards Under 13's competed in their own age section at CIYMS in the hockey hosted by the Grosvenor Ladies Club.  In the group stages Ards played Grosvenor ‘D’, winning 5-0 with goals from Danielle Faulkner (2), Leona Lappin, Sarah Simpson and Erin Larmour.  Their next game was against Grosvenor ‘B’, winning comfortably 3-0. Goals again were from Danielle Faulkner (2) and Leona Lappin. Rachel Powderly had a super game in right midfield, assisting with one of the goals. The third game was against the ominous Lurgan ‘A’ and all the girls were very anxious about playing such a strong side. However Ards dominated the game and were unlucky not to finish with a few more goals. The result ended at 1-1, with Danielle scoring the only goal. Special mention in this game to Sarah Simpson for a number of fantastic saves and to Abby Larmour for such strong midfield play. Their last game in the group stages was against Saintfield. Ards had to win this game and by 2 clear goals in order to qualify for the final. Goals came from Danielle Faulkner (2) and Leona Lappin, the ‘awesome twosome’ who scored a total of 10 goals throughout the tournament between them. Special mentions to the impressive Flo Ogonda and Rachel Hamilton who were solid in defence and Gabrielle Park for her constant effort and timely tackling back throughout the game. Lucy Octave covered a great deal of ground up and down the right flank using her stamina to good effect.
The young Ards outfit then played Grosvenor ‘A’ in the final. Ards were leading 1-0 with a neat goal from Erin Larmour but then Grosvenor ‘A’ equalised in the final minutes. There was an additional 5 minutes played but the score remained at 1-1. It was decided that both teams would share the prize and medals were awarded all round. We hope that there is more success to come for this talented bunch. Thanks to Ruth Swales who coached on the day and to Elaine Larmour who organised and umpired to good effect. Congratulations to all members of the under 13 squad, you really are the team to beat this season!
FIXTURES FOR WEEK AHEAD
Friday 24th September 
4th xi v Grosvenor 4th xi. Passback 7.30pm at CIYMS.
 
Saturday 25th September 
1st xi v Ballymoney 1st xi. Passback 4.00pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
2nd xi  v Portadown 2nd xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
3rd xi v Saintfield 2nd xi. Time to be confirmed - venue will be Grosvenor Grammar School on astro.
Sunday 26th September

Under 15 Performance league: Ards v Grosvenor @CIYMS 1pm

Under 15 Development league: Ards Under 14s v Harlequins @Civil Service 2pm
Charity Game

The annual Liz Caruth memorial match between Ards and North Down will take place at Ards LC on Sunday 3rd October at 3pm.  As usual a collection will be taken on the day in aid of Marie Curie.  All members are welcome to come along and support. If you are over 35 (it doesn’t matter how much over!), do not play on the 1st XI and would love to play then please contact Marian Mateer as soon as possible.

