Ards Ladies Hockey

Ards 1st XI 3 Queens 1stXI 1
Ards resumed their league campaign after a lengthy break on Saturday with an excellent 3-1 victory against Queens in Ards.

Ards started the game at a high tempo, putting the Queens defence under pressure and creating some early opportunities which they were unable to capitalise on. Indeed it was Queens who took the lead after some poor defensive work allowed a Queens forward to convert from close range in the circle.

This seemed to spur Ards into action and they began to play with tempo and string some passes together. Excellent work from Katy Fraser and Tamara McLeod allowed a cross to be delivered into the circle where it was expertly deflected into the net by the impressive Chloe Brown. Once Ards drew level this gave them more confidence to press forward. Good inter play between Tamara McLeod and Chloe Brown allowed an opening for Hannah Coey which she finished superbly with a deft deflection. The half finished with the score 2-1.

In the second half Queens pressed forward but good work from Caroline Adams, Becca Matchett and Lynn Mills kept the Queens forwards at bay.

Indeed as the game progressed Ards began to take control and extended their lead midway through the half. Chloe Brown skilfully worked herself into the circle and smashed the ball home with a reverse stick shot.

Excellent work by the Queens Goalkeeper ensured the score remained 3-1 at full time. Ards should be satisfied with this display and look to build on their performance when they play Randalstown at Mossley on Wednesday 19th January at 8.30pm.

Ards 2nds 4 Pegasus 3rds 1
The young Ards seconds team were as enthusiastic as ever on Saturday afternoon, especially as due to the ‘extreme weather’ break. Despite the fact that they had not been able to play competitive hockey in a while, Ards very much dominated the game putting immense pressure on Pegasus’ defence. Within the first ten minutes of the game Jessica Ross was firing excellent shots in from the right hand side into the circle however they were not to begin with converted to goals. This delay was short-lived, as very soon Amanda Houston converted one of these opportunities into a goal to put Ards in the lead. Next was Sarah Foster to latch on to one of these crosses and to finish the half Jessica herself deservedly scored. Beautiful hockey was displayed by the team throughout the opening half with Niamh Hughes, Francesca Brown and Jessica Ross blending particularly well together. Halftime: 3-0. 

Ards defence was extremely quiet however on the one break that Pegasus made they won a penalty corner resulting in Ards conceding a goal. Ards replied soon afterwards to restore their ascendancy with Kathryn Barclay executing a straight strike on goal from a penalty corner. The remainder of the game was dominated by Ards who were happy to come away with their pleasing and deserved win!

Ards 4th XI – Randalstown 5th XI (Cup Game)
On a wet and windy afternoon on the sponge-like gravel at Portaferry Road, Ards 4ths started their cup campaign with a home match against Randalstown 5th XI.  The game started at a moderate pace with Ards having most of the play.  Great attacking play by Jess Rollo, Mel Rollo and Clare Briggs pressurised the Randalstown circle but no final result was achieved.  On the break Randalstown passed the ball well but super defending by Gemma Adair and Rachel Brown denied them a goal.  Katie Teneor, as usual, played consistently well in the centre giving some excellent passes out wide.  At the end of the first half goalkeeper, Sian Doherty, pulled off a super save to keep the half time score 0-0.
Ards continued to attack the Randalstown goal with super play from Jenni Martin trying to find Maggie Sinnamon.  Excellent play from Clare Miller and Margaret McCormack kept the Randalstown players reaching the Ards circle.  Bex Paden continued to defend extremely well for Ards.  At the end of the second half, against the run of play, Randalstown broke away from the Ards defence and slotted the ball home.  All the young players should be commended on their commitment and effort throughout the match.  Full time score was Ards 0-1 Randalstown.

Fixtures for the weekend:

Friday: 2nd xi v Harlequins 3rd xi. Passback 6.45pm at Deramore
Saturday: 1st xi v Cork Harlequins 1st xi. Passback 2.45pm at Ards Leisure Centre
This is an Irish senior Cup match.
3rd xi v Greenisland 3rd xi. Passback 4.15pm at Carrick Leisure Centre
4th xi v Knock 3rd xi. Passback 1.00pm at St Colmans School, Blacks Road, Belfast
Sunday: Primary school squad feature at Meadowbank indoor stadium (Magherafelt) in a series of Ulster Under 11 games. 1.45pm start.

