Ards Ladies Hockey Club

Ards 3rds 2 – 0 Carrick Ladies

On Saturday Ards 3rds entertained Carrick at Ards Leisure Centre and not only maintained their recent run off good league form but they also completed a league double over their Co Antrim opponents with a 2-0 win in a competitive and hard fought game.  Ards game plan suffered an early set back when the versatile Sarah Louise Busby was forced to leave the pitch after being struck in the face by a deflected ball and it took the home side some time to settle back in to the task at hand.  The game was played at a fairly fast pace and although they had a lot of possession in the first half Ards found it very difficult to make any clear cut chances and they found it hard to break through a well organised Carrick defence.  Carrick were equal contributors in the game and although they never really challenged the Ards goal this was primarily due to some good tackles from Alex Deering and Zoe Bronkhorst who had to keep on their toes throughout.  The majority of the Ards play in the first half was through Chelsey Surgenor and Sami McClements and they both worked hard to try to break down the Carrick defence but again they came up against a brick wall and could find no way through.  Eventually Ards were awarded their first penalty corner in the final minutes of the half and a well worked routine involving McClements and Rachel Falkiner nearly opened the scoring, however, Falkiner’s shot by-passed the Carrick keeper but unfortunately also evaded the goal, narrowly missing the far post.

In the second half Ards played more controlled hockey which appeared to be less frantic and more determined, however, Carrick also played more attacking hockey and the second half was very open and entertaining with plenty of end to end play.  When Carrick pushed forward they did so with plenty of purpose and continued to trouble the Ards back four but again they were up to the challenge and kept the ball away from the Ards goals.  The solid play of the Ards defence once again ensured this week that keeper Nicola Patton remained untroubled without a save to make – the strength of the Ards defence is further evidenced by the fact that they have had six clean sheets in their first 8 league games.  From Ards attacking perspective they were more purposeful in the second half and Chelsey Surgenor in centre midfield pushed the team forward and swept the ball around the pitch from right to left which provided Stacey Lappin and Jess Moore with the opportunity to make penetrating surges down the wings.  As the game progressed Ards took a bit more of a foothold of the game and Rachel Falkiner and Moore on the left provide several opportunities for Ards to take the lead and it was from one of these passages of play that Ards broke the deadlock.  Following a good combination play between Falkiner and Moore the latter broke through the Carrick defence and slipped a well timed pass through to Sami McClements who, without breaking stride, swept the ball past the advancing keeper.  For the final 10 minutes Ards continued to have the majority of the play and with only 5 minutes left they sealed the win and the three points with another well worked goal.  On this occasion Chelsey Surgenor broke out of her own half following a Carrick attack and forced her way through the Carrick midfield, finding Sami McClements with a perfectly weighted pass, who in turn rounded the sweeper and squared the ball for the impressive Moore to slam the ball home from 5 yards out.  

Well done to both teams for playing open and attacking hockey and special congratulations go to both Chelsey Surgenor and Jess Moore who were voted joint Ards players of the match.  

Lisnagarvey 6th XI v Ards 4th XI

On Saturday Ards travelled to Hillsborough to play Lisnagarvey in the league.  Ards battled with an extremely young Garvey umpire in the first half.  Katie Tener and Gemma Adair were exceptional in defence and kept the young fast Garvey side at bay.  Great midfield play by Claire Millar and Mel Rollo pressurised the Garvey circle but did not yield a goal.  Further pressure from Garvey resulted in a goal from open play. Half time score was 1-0 for Garvey.

Ards fought back in the second half.  Jess Rollo and Maggie Sinnamon produced much more open play up front.  Margaret McCormack was fantastic playing out of position at left back and gave the forwards some perfect passes.  Jenny Martin came on in defence and made a big impression on the match.  Sian Doherty, making her debut for this team in the Ards goal, pulled off some valuable saves to keep Ards in the game.  Towards the end of the second half Maggie Sinnamon picked up the ball in the circle to slot home the equaliser.  Ards continued to battle and superb play by Maggie Sinnamon and Claire Briggs resulted in Claire putting the ball in the Garvey net to give Ards the winner.

Player of the Match was Claire Briggs. Final score Garvey 1 Ards 2

1st xi v Ulster Elks 1st xi. Passback 1.00pm at UUJ.
2nd xi v Dromore 2nd xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
3rd xi v Armagh 3rd xi. Passback 4.00pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
4th xi v Randalstown 5th xi. Passback 2.30pm on gravel at Londonderry Park , Portaferry Road, (Minor Cup 2nd round).
