Ards Ladies Hockey Club

Railway Union 4 Ards 1stXI 0 –Round 5 Irish Hockey League

In a sunny Park Avenue in Sandymount, Dublin Railway opened the scoring after 4 minutes when Nikki Evans picked up a pass from Alex Speers after good work from Emma Smyth to put the ball past the Ards keeper, Naomi McKnight.  The play remained between the ‘25s’ for the remainder of the quarter, with Chloe Brown of Ards looking lively, and Katie Fraser working hard in midfield.  However, Railway upped the pace towards the end of the first half, new Irish Captain Alex Speers getting their 2nd goal.  Left back Orla Fox had crept up the pitch, received a ball midfield and laid it off to Alex Speers, who played a one two with Evans, before putting the ball in the back of the net.  Railway’s third goal came 3 minutes to half time when Kate Dillon roofed a flick high from a penalty corner.  Half time: Railway 3, Ards 0.  

The third quarter remained scoreless, with Janice Vaughan working hard to steady things in the Ards midfield.  Ards’ Caroline Adams saw yellow when she bundled international opponent Speers off the ball.  Railway raised their pace in the final quarter and were rewarded when Emma Smyth dispossessed Ards in the midfield, linked with Jean McDonnell, who threaded a pass back for Smyth to collect it again at the back post and put it in off an Ards defender.  The 4-0 win means that the highly rated Railway Union club top this competitive group in the Irish Hockey League. Ards return to league action back home in Ulster where they now have to lick their competitive wounds but sufficiently quickly to start turning hard fought learning experiences in the top ranks of Irish hockey into provincial points.

Ards 2nds 1 Portadown 2nds 0

Ards travelled away to Portadown on Saturday afternoon in what was to be a highly competitive match. Throughout the first half problems arose amongst the Ards defence due to them playing in too flat with each other making it easy for Portadown down to attack, however, Robyn Larmour made some brilliant runs across the pitch to put in timely tackles to prevent Ards coming into any real danger. Jodie Ingham was as ever a strong presence in defence, having a great game. Halfway through the first half, Ards won a penalty corner which Vikki Reid scored from the left. This turned out  to be the only goal in a highly contested  game. Ards unfortunately didn’t convert any other of the chances that they created. Half time: 1-0. The second half was of a much faster pace with both teams having everything to play for, Ards defence were put under immense pressure throughout much of the second period but a defiant Hannah Simpson aided by herhard-working defenders and midfield kept a clean sheet to ensure Ards went back home with the win after a well ‘fought’ battle. Many thanks to Norma Gartside whose invaluable experience is frequently an asset with the whistle - never more so than in this game where associated issues might be described as ‘imbalanced’.
ARDS 3rdxi 0 – 2 North Down 4ths xi
On Saturday Ards 3rdxi entertained North Down 4thxi in the top of the table clash in Junior 6 which saw the young Ards team put up a spirited and hard fought performance against a North Down team which had at its core a nucleus of very experienced ex senior league players.  Having already been beaten by North Down twice this season Ards were determined to make their County Down neighbours work hard for the three points and they certainly had to.  North Down took early advantage when an Ards attack broke down and the North Down defence came away with the ball.  Irene McCaughan and Hilary West used all their experience as they passed their way through the Ards midfield and defence providing West with a chance in the circle and her lifted shot gave Keeper Nicola Patton no chance of making a save.  Other first half exchanges were fairly even and both teams traded chances but the defences were relatively solid and good scoring opportunities were kept to a minimum.  Half time Ards 0, North Down 1.
The second half continued in the same vein as the first with Ards working very hard to create chances on the break and North Down pushing forward in search of the goal that would secure the 3 points and their place at the top of the table.  For Ards Chelsey Surgenor in particular played a vital role in the middle of the team and she was at the heart of everything Ards created going forward, however, their effort and endeavour proved to be in vein as North Down scored the all important second goal half way through the second half through a well worked penalty corner to leave the final score 2 -0 to the visitors. Well done to the whole team for the level of effort and determination they applied against their more experienced neighbours.  Congratulations to all players but special mention must go to Chelsey Surgenor who was voted this week’s player of the match.
Under 13’s Finals Day
Ards Under 13’s travelled to Lisnagarvey on Sunday to compete at Finals Day. The A squad were entered into the cup competition and the B squad into the plate competition.The A squad got off to a slow start only drawing 0-0 with Portadown, a side they had beaten only two weeks previously.  However in the second game against Lisnagarvey they returned to winning form beating them 2-1 with Leona Lappin and Gabrielle Park getting on the score sheet. The third match against Belfast Harlequins was always going to be difficult but a strong Ards defence of Abby Larmour, Sarah Simpson, Florence Ogonda and goalkeeper Chloe Tweed meant that the game finished at only 2-1. Danielle Falkiner scored the goal for Ards. Raphoe in the next match proved to be a lesser challenge and Ards romped home to a 5-0 win, with goals coming from Danielle Falkiner (2), Leona Lappin, Gabrielle Park and Erin Larmour who scored from a difficult angle. With a place in the semi final to play for the Ards side went all out to beat a strong Carrick side.  Strong defending by Shannon Booth and a super goal from Danielle Falkiner left Ards the 1-0 winners. Although the squad finished the competition with an incredible 10 points out of 15 and in second place in their section it was unfortunately not enough to take them into the semi finals.  The girls have developed into a very talented team over the past year and are now considered to be one of the strongest in Ulster hockey. 
In the plate competition the B squad faced Dromore in the first of their matches. In an exciting end to end game Rhiannon Osborne found the back of the net to leave the score at 1-1. The second game against Carrick (B) was just as exciting and also ended in a 1-1 draw, with Rhiannon Osborne again getting the Ards goal. Lisnagarvey (B) proved to be more difficult opponents and despite strong defending by Rachel Powderly, Beth Anderson, Chloe Campbell and goalkeeper Alex Simpson the scored ended in a 2-0 defeat for Ards. In the next match against Rainey (B) while Rachel Hamilton fought tirelessly at the back and Becky Poots and Emma Simpson had several opportunities up front the score ended in a 0-0 draw. Holly Stephens brought fresh legs to the last game against Ballyclare but even this was not enough and Ards were defeated 1-0. Unfortunately the B squad did not qualify for the semi finals but can hold their heads up high as they put in a strong performance against some very strong sides. Our two Under 21 umpires, Robyn Larmour and Hannah Simpson, did a great job in all of the group matches and as a result were asked to umpire one of the semi finals by Ulster Hockey. Thanks to all the parents who transported the girls to and from Lisnagarvey and for their support at the matches.

Saturday 26th March 
1st xi v Harlequins 1st xi. Passback 4.00pm at Deramore.
2nd xi v Queens 2nd xi. Passback 4.00pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
3rd xi v Armagh 4th xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
4th xi v Harlequins 6th xi. Passback 2.30pm at Grosvenor Grammar School.
Sunday 27th March - Ards Under 14s @ Lisnagarvey in the finals day for the Ulster Under 15 development league.
Wednesday 30th March
3rd xi v North Down 4th xi. Passback 7.15pm at Comber Leisure Centre.
Please note that this is a Junior Plate Fixture
