Ards 1st XI 0 – 1 Queens 1st XI

On a cold and wet Friday night Ards travelled to Malone road playing fields to play a youthful Queens.  The game started with much anticipation regarding the outcome as the young Queen’s team have already created a reputation as a developing side that will cause upsets in the Premier League following their promotion last season.

From the beginning Ards showed why they have been one of Ulster’s top team for many seasons and were the dominant team having most of the possession.  The midfield and forward line consisting amongst others of Katy Fraser, Emma Begley, and Chloe Brown created numerous chances; however, the chances went unconverted which later proved detrimental to the result of the game.


As the game progressed and having weather the early storm Queens gained in confidence and the Ards defence had to work hard to ensure the game remained scoreless. 
As the game progressed it was likely that a solitary goal was going to settle the game and this proved to be the case.  In the final play of the game Queens were awarded a controversial penalty corner. During the set up for this penalty corner the final whistle was blown and in the madness of the moment Queens converted with a rebounded shot from the right post.

Ards were very disappointed with the result, especially based on the amount of possession and chances they created.  There was some consolation, however, when Ards coach described the performance as the best of their season, hopefully with more clinical finishing next week they will get a result against Randalstown.

Ards 2nd XI 2 – 1 Randalstown 3rd XI

The 2nds faced a huge challenge last week with an away game to Priorians at 1 o'clock and although relieved to come away with a draw, there was an air of disappointment, having maintained 80% of the pressure throughout the match. The team therefore took to the pitch this week against Randalstown with a hungry determination to prove that we can actually convert the sustained pressure into a score! The result reflected this hunger as by half time the home team left the pitch holding a 2-0 lead. Both goals are attributed to the outstanding positional play of Vikki Reid. The first goal was a rebound from a great run and shot from the right by the ever lively Brenna McEwen and the second came from the traditional one-two approach between by Becca Ambrose and Heather Whitten on the left. The first half was said by certain supporters to have been a joy to watch at times with fluent movement off the ball throughout the attack. 
However a tendency for the whole team to attack has often left the goal keeper exposed, however, on the occasions when Naomi McKnight was called on she dealt swiftly with the danger and cleared her lines, even in situations when she found herself having to face one on one with a Randalstown forward.

 
The second half however saw little change in the level of possession Ards enjoyed, however, despite numerous shots on goal and 3 penalty corners Ards were unable to increase their lead. The continuing drive forward in attack once again left the defence caught out and following a great solo run by Randalstown’s right wing she drove the ball into the back of the net despite the best efforts of Naomi to combat two attackers in her circle at once. 

However, the Randalstown goal came too close to the end to affect the score and the 3 points went Ards way.  The victory was down to real hard graft from the whole team - Monday Night fitness sessions are clearly paying off!!
Ards 3rd XI 0 – 0 Dromore 4th XI

On Saturday Ards 3rds travelled to Dromore to play the local town’s 4thXI.  The game was an entertaining encounter, one which Ards will feel they should have won, based on their first half performance, however, they were unable to convert their possession into goals.

The first half was mainly dominated by Ards with Stacey Lappin and Nikki Shepherd providing good attacking options down the wings and with the midfield, especially Rachel Falkiner, creating good scoring chances for the forwards, however, the Dromore defence was up to the task and the experienced sweeper marshalled the defence well.  Dromore found it hard to gain control of the ball and when they did have passages of possession the Ards defence thwarted all the danger, with Alex Deering and stand in centre back Sarah Louise Busby producing some fine tackles to keep the forwards at bay.

Despite their possession Ards found it very difficult to break through the home team defence and any chances were limited to scrappy play in front of goal with both Sami McClements and Jess Moore un able to force the ball home from close range when the Dromore keeper pulled off a couple of good saves.

With the first half finishing 0-0 the home side made a few positional changes that helped the balance of their team and enabled them to get more into the game.  The second half was a more even affair and Ards had fewer chances to take the lead.  At the other end the Dromore team put more pressure on the Ards defence, with Chelsey Surgenor at the centre of the pitch making tackle after tackle to clear the danger.  Ards continued to play attacking hockey and towards the end both Jess Moore and Chelsey Surgenor could have clinched a victory but the chances just got away from them and the score finished 0-0.

Well done to the whole team for a fine performance in particular to Chelsey Surgenor who was unanimously voted as this week’s player of the match.
Ards 4th XI 2 - 1 Harlequins 7th XI

Saturday saw another home match for Ards 4ths, this time on the astro pitch at Ards Leisure Centre.  Ards three ‘Golden Girls’ up front, Margaret McCormack, Maggie Sinnamon and Marion Mateer led by experience, with a combined age of 153 years!  This held them in good stead in the course of the first half, to give Ards the lead and the overall match result.

Ards first goal came from a short corner, which saw Heather White’s shot being stopped by Margaret McCormack and she slotted the ball home to give Ards the lead.

Harlequins came back and earned an equaliser and made Ards take nothing for granted.  Ards had some great play from some of their younger players, such as Taylor Wilson; however, it was another stalwart, Marion Mateer who gave Ards the lead again.  A super run down the right saw her shoot from the back line and the ball ricocheted into the net to give Ards a half time lead.

In the second half, stand in goalkeeper, Barbara Weir, pulled off a superb save to keep Ards ahead whilst brilliant defending from Alex Paden, Stephanie Tallentire and Katie Tener kept Harlequins at bay.  Ards continued to play some lovely hockey and super open play sealed the match.

Final Score Ards 2-1 Harlequins
Ards Under 15’s vs Victorians

Result 1-1 draw

Ards knew the match against Victorians was going to be tough and with both teams hit with half term absentees it was all to play for.

A call up to the team for Kirsty Boobyer and Cara-May Bailie from the under 15 development squad saw a squad of 13 line up on a beautiful sunny crisp day @ CIYMS

The game took a turn for the worst for Ards 3 minutes in when a penalty corner lead to a scrap in front of goal that lead to the ball finding its way across the line.for Ards there was work to be done to get anything from the game.

In the first half Ards found it hard to move the ball out of defence with the defensive 4 of Alex Paden, Nicole Lyons, Kerry Long and Leah Green making things hard for themselves initially, however, as the half progressed Victorians open play was closed down more effectively by Ards as the defensive 4 did their work.

The battle was raging in midfield where Bethanie Chambers, Jessica Bush and Hannah Crymble fought for domination and they tirelessly moved between defence and attack as play moved from end to end.

The forward line of Leanna Thompson, Ali Finlay and Taylor Wilson took on the Victorians defence when the opportunity arose and despite some searching runs from all the forwards they were unable to find the finish to draw the game level.

Despite the introduction of Kirsty Boobyer and Cara-May Bailie up front Ards still couldn’t breach the Victorians goal, however, they almost took a deserved lead on the verge of half time. Following a hard pass from Kerry Long from the 25 yard line nearly saw Leanna Thompson draw Ards level as her well timed run saw the ball fire agonisingly wide.

The second half saw an organised Ards defence move the ball forward with conviction but still Victorians had the opportunities to attack, some great defending from Nicole Lyons and indeed all the defence kept the score unchanged.

Sian Doherty in goals had a few key saves to make and did her job well as Ards went hunting for the illusive goal to salvage a draw as the clock ticked with 7 minutes to go.

Ards won a corner and the time had come at last to put the corner routine into action, a ball out from Leanna found Kerry who fired on goal, the rebound fell, Leanna played it, a deflection off a defender.. goal stands, Ards 1 – Victorians – 1.

The last 5 minutes saw play at both ends with good defending as again Victorians kept searching for the winning goal but the whistle blew for a 1-1 draw.

We look forward to the next match on the 28th November when selection will again be tough as all players are available.

Thank you as always to the support from the side line as it is always a great lift for the players, thank you to coach Phillip who as always is a great asset and thank you to Phil Mills and Norma Gartside who both turned up to umpire which is a fantastic position to be in.

Ards U15 Development  2 – 4 Grosvenor U15 Development

Ards faced Grosvenor on Sunday for their 3rd game of the tournament. Grosvenor started the better of the two teams and were awarded a penalty run during the first 15 mins to take the lead. The first 15 mins was an open game with opportunities for both teams to score with Harriet Bradford, Megan Spence and Corriander Geddis pushing forward. 

Ashleigh Gillanders was very strong defensively and with the help of Molly Bret, Anna Brown and Charlotte Sloan the defence stopped Grosvenor from having any more chances on goal.

 

With Ards making some positional changes for the next 15 mins they started playing a more defensive game and Grosvenor scored early on making it 0-2. Grosvenor had more chances to score and soon made it 0-3 following excellent play down their right hand flank. An excellent penalty save by Ards Goalkeeper Sophie Boyd changed the momentum for Ards and Cara-May Bailie and Kirsty Boobyer were both unlucky when the missed good chances to get Ards back in the game.

 

Ards came back into the game in the final 15 minutes and created the best passage of play of the afternoon with Bethan Edge, Danielle Faulkner and Harriet Bradford pushing forward and Bethan Edge striking on target to get back in the game making it 1-3. Ards had regained their confidence but Grosvenor stole one back making it 1-4. Ards kept battling and Bethan Edge made a terrific strike to make it 2-4.  Ards looked a lot stronger in last 15 mins with some good hockey played.

Special mention to Sophie Boyd who volunteered to be goalkeeper for the match and was excellent throughout the whole game. Many thanks to Janice and Pam for stepping in to work with the team for the day. 

