Ards 2nds 2 Pegasus 3rds 1

Another early one o’clock start for the 2's last Saturday saw a shaky start as girls ran on to the pitch fresh from school matches, however both teams were in a similar position. The first half saw a mixed bag of play with some beautiful movement of attack down the left hand side culminating in a penalty corner which saw Vikki Reid score the first goal of the match, a great strike into the left corner from the penalty spot. Despite a really solid tidy performance throughout the match from Emma Patton as centre back and some fantastic saves from Naomi in goals, Pegasus broke through with a goal just before half time. After an inspiring chat from Phil Rankin encouraging the girls to settle down on the ball and work harder up front, the second half saw a different team take to the pitch. The Ards girls dominated the attack in the second half and with the front six working hard it opened greater space in the centre of the pitch to build the pressure. There were a number of shots on target throughout but the second goal from the breakdown of a penalty corner. Sarah Foster’s brilliantly struck lifted ball onto the backboard was a triumph for the hard work gone before and a testament to the up and coming talent coming through the ranks at Ards. Despite fading in the final 5 minutes of the match a final chat with Phil encouraging ‘a better diet and Friday night routine’ may hopefully see this hard work continuing to pay off this season.

Ards 3rds 2  North Down 4ths 3

On Saturday Ards 3rd XI travelled the short distance to Comber to play North Down 4th XI in an entertaining game which saw North Down with a good balance of youth and experience taking the 3 points after a hard fought battle.

North Down started the better of the two teams and Irene McCaughan in particular used her vast experience to open up the Ards defence and create several good chances for the hosts to open the scoring, however, Zoe Bronkhorst and Nicola Patton in the Ards goal were up to the challenge and cleared the danger.  At the other end Rachel Falkiner and Nikki Shepherd created some good passages of play and forced some pressure on the North Down defence however, they found it had to break through the their defence and didn’t really look like creating any real openings.  North Down took the lead with 10 minutes of the first half left when, following a scramble in front of the Ards goal the ball was squeezed over the goal line.  Ards created a couple of chances with penalty corners just before the break but were unable to get on equal terms and North Down went into half time one nil up.

With Ards making some positional changes at half time the second half proved to be a more even affair, however, it was the home team who stretched their lead through a penalty corner when a strong shot from the top of the circle wasn’t cleared by Ards and the ball was swept home from close range.  Ards to their credit continued to battle hard and got just rewards for their hard work when they reduced the deficit through a goal from Natalie Bronkhorst. Some good work by Niamh Hughes and Rebekah Munn allowed Bronkhorst to burst onto the ball in the circle and squeeze the ball past the North Down keeper from the tightest of angles.  Not to be undone North Down regained their two goal lead from a penalty corner, following a good shot from the top of the circle the ball bounced clear and to another North Down forward whose shot at goal was unfortunately stopped on the goal line by an Ards foot.  With the umpire having no option but to award a penalty stroke Nicola Patton in the Ards goal could only deflect the stroke into the roof of the net and North Down had all but secured the 3 points with 5 minutes remaining.  In vain hope of getting back into the match Ards pressed forward and were rewarded with a consolation goal with only a minute left when a good run by Sami McClements saw her slip the ball through to Jess Moore and her first time shot evaded the advancing keeper to leave the final score 3-2 to the home team.

Well done to Rachel Falkiner who was this week’s Ards player of the match and thank you to North Down for helping out by providing both Umpires for the game.

Ards 4th XI 2 Raphoe 2nd XI 2

Saturday saw a home match for Ards with the opposition travelling a long way for a 2:30 p.m. start.  Raphoe began the game with a lot of pressure in the Ards circle; however, Ards fought back and made some impressive attack play through Clare Briggs, Jess Rollo, Judith Taylor and Clare Millar.  Clare Briggs picked up the ball on the right and drove past Raphoe players to hit the circle and passed the ball to Heather White, who slotted the ball home.

Raphoe hit back with excellent midfield play to have the Ards circle surrounded and Raphoe soon scoring an equaliser.

Play continued with it being evenly contested by both sides.  Diane Lee made some excellent tackles and Paula Hooker pulled off some excellent saves to keep the Raphoe forwards at bay.

Attacking play by Melissa Rollo and Stacy Lappin resulted in Clare Millar slotting home the second goal for Ards to give them a half time 2-1 lead.

Raphoe responded in the second half  and kept up sustained early pressure to force an equaliser. Superb work by Katie Tener and Judith Taylor on the flanks of Ards defence has to be commended; however, Ards won a number of set pieces from their own attacking play but could not put a telling routine together to get the all important goal and the game ended in an entertaining draw. Final Score Ards 2-2 Raphoe

Ards Player of the Match was Clare Briggs.
Junior Club News
Ards Under 15 s 2 Civil Service 0

The sun was shining on Ards as they took to the pitch last Sunday to take on Civil Service in the second match of the season. Having coached the under 15’s last year in the 8 aside league coach Julie Stewart reflected that it is wonderful so see how a year makes such a difference to a number of players who have really shone through in the 11 a-side new league.

Alex Paden at sweeper took control at the back as Ards started the brighter with good build up play coming from midfield through Jessica Bush and Hannah Crymble. Seven minutes into the game Bethanie Chambers took control and ran from the half way line dodging 3 players to slot the ball home low right to put Ards ahead.

Ards won 2 corners in the first half and couldn’t capitalise on the opportunities to extend the lead. Hannah Crymble played on both the right and the left hand side of the pitch and was an inspiration as she defended strongly and added to the attack. It wasn’t all one way traffic as Ards needed to defend and Leah Green, Gemma Adair and Phoebe Edgar showed they were there to do their job and stood strong against the opposition making tackles when it counted and tackling back when the other team found space to attack.

A change of positions at the back saw Kerry Long take to the field to play a tight marking role and also form a launch for the attack as Ards tried to find the forwards. Half time 1-0.  

In the second half Leanna Thompson was involved in a number of plays as Ards kept possession strong on the right hand side of the pitch. In two plays Bethanie and Kerry fed balls through to Leanna who each time got the ball into the circle but couldn’t quite find a way through.

This year all of the Ards forwards are vying for pitch time and all at some point have found themselves playing out of position. Jenna Fraser and Taylor Wilson took to the left wing and committed themselves to finding space and getting the ball into the circle. Ali Finlay at centre forward is always a handful and is at her best when she is running at the defence with a little bit of space, this frequently saw a number of balls find the circle and result in penalty corners.

A well taken set piece saw Leanna slot the ball home from close range to make it 2 -0. In the remaining phases of play Ashleigh Kennedy as always took on the oppositions defence and linked well with the midfield providing balls to the wingers. 

It should be mentioned that one person who had not touched the ball throughout the match pulled off a fantastic save with 3 minutes to go. A break form Civil Service saw Leah Green sprint back to put the attacking forward under pressure and Sian Doherty planted a right kicker to deflect the ball wide having not been tested in the rest of the encounter. 2-0 is a good result, we look forward to the next match with Victorians on the 24th October.

Thank you to Phil Mills for umpiring again and as always all the support from the side line.

Ards Under 14s 6 Carrick 1

Ards started well in their second game of the Under 15 development league and were awarded a ‘penalty run’ within minutes.  Corriander Geddis put it passed the Carrick keeper within the 10 seconds allowed and gave Ards the 1-0 lead.

 It didn't take Ards long before they were on the break again with Sophie Boyd and Harriet Bradford driving the ball down the right and passing across the goal to the left where Kirsty Boobyer struck it hard to make it 2-0.  Ards were in full control and the three forwards of Ali Carson, Kirsty Boobyer and Harriet Bradford had several attempts on goal.

These games operate over three 15 minute phases and the middle 15 minutes had Carrick on the attack to reduce the deficit at an early stage to 2-1.  Ali Carson within seconds of Carrick's goal made a fantastic recovery and it was soon 3-1 to Ards.
With Gemma Lyons, Stephanie McHenry and Charlotte Sloan holding the back, Ards had all the play up front and again Ards playing up the right hand side across to the left seen more attempts on goal from the forwards.

Ards had the momentum starting the last 15 minutes, there was no getting past Ashleigh Gillanders who kept the Carrick ball away from Ards Goal keeper Nicola Patton.
Ards were on fire with Corriander Geddis , Megan Spence and Sophie Boyd passing from right to left up to the forwards where Ali Carson positioned herself well on the left hand side waiting to knock it passed the keeper to make it 4-1. Carrick tried to hit back but Ashleigh Gillanders was again very defiant at the back and countered to put Ards on the attack with Ali in fantastic striking form made it 5-1. With a few minutes left to go, Ards were unstoppable and Ali Carson finishing off made it 6-1. Many thanks to Caroline Adams for stepping in to work with the team on the day.
Fixtures for the weekend

Saturday

1st xi v Armagh 1st xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ardmore Leisure Centre, (Armagh). This is an Irish Hockey League fixture.
2nd xi v Belfast Harlequins 3rd xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
3rd xi v Carrick 3rd xi. Passback 2.30pm at Carrick Leisure Centre.
4th xi v Belfast Harlequins 6th xi. Passback 4.00pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
Sunday: Ards Under 13s A and B teams at CIYMS in the afternoon for opening league fixtures. (From 1pm until 4pm)
