Ards 1st XI 1 Randalstown 1st XI 0

Ards hosted Randalstown on Saturday and secured a comfortable 1-0 victory.

Ards started the game at a high tempo and with excellent play in midfield from Katy Fraser and Emma Begley were able to force several penalty corners. The deadlock was broken 10 minutes into the half when brilliant play from Chloe Brown and Tamara McLeod resulted in McLeod crashing the ball home from the top of the circle. This set the pattern for the half with Ards pressing Randalstown and dominating possession but great play from the Randalstown keeper ensured the score stayed 1-0 at half time.

In the second half Randalstown enjoyed more possession but solid defensive work from Becca Matchett, Lynn Mills and Caroline Adams were able to deal with any threat. Despite Ards forcing more penalty corners in the second half the scored remained 1-0.

Ards play the second round of the Irish Hockey League when they host Cork Harlequins on Sunday 7th November at Civil Service 12pm start. This should be an interesting fixture as both teams lost in the opening round and will be looking to gain their first points. 
ARDS 3rd XI 0- 7 North Down 4th XI

On Saturday Ards 3rd XI were on the wrong end of a 7-0 away defeat to North Down 4ths in the first round of the Junior Cup.  Whilst the result of the game was a fair outcome, they score line suggested a game significantly more one sided than the reality. The difference was North Down’s experience senior players and a lethal penalty corner routine which opened the Ards defence for 5 out of the 7 goals.  Ards couldn’t have got off to a worse start and the fast flowing play of the home team saw them win and convert two penalty corners within the first five minutes.  Ards didn’t let the early set back deter their attacking hockey and they could easily have grabbed a goal back, however, a good shot from Sami McClements flashed past the upright.  Unfortunately for Ards they were unable to hold possession for long and they found themselves further behind, this time from open play when a long ball from defence found the centre forward in the circle and her swift pivot and shot left Nicola Patton in goal with little chance of making a save.  Ards created most of their chances down the wings and good play by Rachel Falkiner and Niamh Hughes resulted a them winning a couple of consecutive penalty corners, however, they failed to put a dent in North Down’s lead.  In the final minute of the half the home team stretched their lead to an unassailable one with another penalty corner strike to leave North Down five goals to the good at the break.  In the second half Ards battled really well and despite the impending outcome to the game they never gave up and pressed forward in a way that showed their desire to contribute to the game and to prove that they were no push over.  On the right Natalie Bronkhorst and Rebecca Munn made some searching runs, however, the North Down defence had enough skill and experience to thwart everything that Ards could throw at them.  North Down scored twice in the final quarter of the game, however, they could have added a couple more goals, except for some excellent saves from Ards keeper Nicola Patton.

On the final whistle a disappointed but not dejected Ards team left the pitch in the knowledge that they were beaten by a better team who, on the day, were clinical in front of goal but Ards gave everything they had and the can be proud of the fact that they never gave up.

Well done to Rachel Falkiner, this week’s player of the match.

Owls 2nd XI 1 Ards 4th XI 1
On Saturday at Academy Playing Fields, Roughfort, Owls played host to Ards 4th XI in a league fixture.  The start of the first half was evenly contested, but the gravel hockey was not pretty to watch and both teams failed to find any rhythm.  Gemma Adair and Margaret McCormack were very sound at the back and kept the Owls forwards at bay. Marian Mateer, Ards heroic stand in goalkeeper, pulled off some fantastic saves to deny Owls a goal; however, towards the end of the first half Owls pressurised the Ards circle and the first goal of the match was scored.

Ards fought back in the second half and managed to play more flowing hockey. Maggie Sinnamon and Claire Briggs attacked well up front. Ards were awarded a short corner, from which the initial shot was going wide, but Claire Millar managed to connect and slotted the ball home for the equaliser.  Some very unusual decisions from the Owls umpire spoilt a good second half of hockey. Jess and Mel Rollo made important contributions to the game and fought hard. Ards Player of the Match was Marian Mateer.

Fixtures for the weekend 

1st xi V Cork 1st xi in the Irish Hockey League. Sunday 7th November, 12 noon at Civil Service Playing Fields.
2nd xi V North Down 2nd xi. Saturday 6th November 4.00pm at Ards Leisure centre.
3rd xi V Kilkeel 2nd xi.  Saturday 6th November 2.30pm at Ards Leisure centre.
4th xi - No match as opposition have folded.
