Ards Ladies Hockey Club

Ards v Armagh, Saturday 5th March, 2.30p.m

This draw has always been one of the most difficult contests of the season for Ards XI and last Saturday proved to be no different.  Coming off the back of three wins in a row, this match should have been another step in the right direction.  It wasn’t! 

Armagh had a strong start, controlling play through Emma Stewart playing in centre of defence.  The Armagh midfield as ever were strong and after a series of short sharp passes, Armagh transferred the ball to one of their forwards in Ards defensive 25.  The Armagh forward dodged round four of the Ards players before expertly slipping it into the back of the net.  1-0 after ten minutes. 

Armagh continued to dominate the play.  Shortly after the first goal, the umpire in the Ards defensive half gave a questionable corner for an apparent ‘foot’ against an Ards defender.  Armagh used this to extend their lead; 2-0.  Ards had a slight revival after this second goal and ended the first half with an improved but by no means inspiring performance.

The second half saw Armagh continue to outplay their opponents.  Fifteen minutes into the half, the Armagh defence gave a long pass to one of the forwards standing outside the Ards defensive circle who capitalised on Ards’ sloppy defending; 3-0.  

However, in their credit, Ards showed that in even in the jaws of defeat they are willing to fight and after a skilful display from Ards’ Chloe Brown and Brena McEwan up front, Ards won their first corner of the match.  A well executed corner saw Caroline Adams deflect the ball beautifully into the Armagh net.  But it was too little too late.  The final score was 3-1.   

Ards have a much needed break from the League next Saturday when they face Ballymoney in the IHL at 6p.m. at Civil Service.   All support will be welcomed.

Queens 2nd XI 2 Ards 2nd XI 1

Ards went out against a more experienced Queen’s side on Saturday afternoon, within five minutes of the game Ards conceded a goal. During the second quarter of the game Ards were under constant pressure and not playing particularly well but with two minutes to go, Ards won a penalty corner and Jodie Ingham put the ball in the from the left to secure a barely deserved equaliser.  First half 1-1
Ards came out in the second half much stronger, with many individuals having more success in their own battles with their opponents. However, Ards again conceded a goal 15 minutes into the second period which proved decisive with the final score 2-1.

Ards 3rd XI V Holywood 2nd XI

Ards 3rd XI maintained their position at the top of Junior 6 with an important 2-0 win on Saturday over local team Holywood.  Although the game was a bit scrappy Ards fought hard throughout and just about deserved to come away with the points against a spirited Holywood team who battled really hard throughout and never gave up.  

The game started fairly evenly with both sets of forwards trading chances but Zoe Bronkhorst and Alex Deering kept things tight at the back for the visitors whilst the Holywood defence also made a few timely tackles to keep Ards out.  As the half progress Ards created the better of the chances and won a series of penalty corners, however, their routine wasn’t as polished this week and the opportunities went a begging through a combination of missed shots and good saves by the keeper.  On the 20 minute mark Ards suffered a set back and had to change their format when they lost the influential Alex Deering with a split chin.  The enforced change however seemed to spur the team on and with 5 minutes left of the half Ards took the lead.  A good move by Jess Moore and Rachel Falkiner of the left saw Ards attack the circle and following a shot from Chelsey Surgenor a melee ensued.  During the panic a shot went in which resulted in a Holywood foot stopping the ball from crossing the line and umpire Gillian Murphy had no option but to award a stroke.  The team turned to Natalie Bronkhorst who stepped up and despite a fine attempt from the keeper to pull off a save, the ball squeezed over the line leaving the visitors with a 1-0 lead at half time.

The second half followed the same pattern as the first with Ards having more of the possession but Holywood hassled at every opportunity and created plenty of good attacking play of their own. Ards controlled good periods of the second half with Chelsey Surgenor once again this week providing the anchor in midfield and providing Ards with the attacking platform.  With 15 minutes of the game remaining Ards scored the crucial goal which ensured they retained their position at the top of the league.  Good work by Rebekah Munn and Natalie Bronkhorst on the right saw Ards force their eleventh penalty corner of the game and they finally got their routine right.  A good stop and shot at the top of the circle by Sami McClements saw the Holywood keeper make the save but only parry the ball out to Nicci Shepherd who took the ball on her reverse stick and neatly swept it home from close range.  To their credit Holywood never gave up and threw everything they had into the last quarter of the game and with Ards making some unforced errors Nicola Patton in goals was forced into action and Ards held firm to hold onto their 2 goal advantage until the final whistle. Thanks to Gillian Murphy for umpiring and congratulations to Chelsey Surgenor this week’s player of the match.
PSNI 3rd XI v Ards 4th XI

On a sunny afternoon at Stormont, Ards 4th XI continued their league campaign against PSNI 3rd XI.  The first half began with a lot of Ards pressure.  Super play from Sarah-Louise Baird, connecting with Jess Rollo, put the PSNI defence under pressure.  PSNI fought back, but Katie Tener and Gemma Adair in defence, with super saves from Marian Mateer, kept PSNI at bay.  Ards continued to attack the PSNI circle with Mel Rollo fantastically distributing the ball to her right wing, Claire Briggs. Half time saw scores level at 0-0.

The second half was evenly matched.  Ards won a short corner and Heather White scored the first goal of the match.  Ards pressure continued and Maggie Sinnamon picked up super balls from Mel Rollo and Sarah-Louise Baird.  PSNI fought back and Margaret McCormack made some impressive tackles.  Again Marian Mateer made some more impressive saves to keep Ards in the lead; however, PSNI kept up the pressure and scored two breakaway goals.

Final score PSNI 2 Ards 1

Junior Hockey

Following several cancellations due to bad weather, the Under 13’s resumed their league programme on Sunday afternoon at CIYMS.
Ards (A)  1 : 0 Portadown (A)

The A squad quickly found their wining form against a talented Portadown side.  Strong pressure in midfield from Abby Larmour and Sarah Simpson together with surging runs up the right wing by Shannon Booth pushed the ball into the scoring area to give the forwards plenty of opportunities.  These were well defended by the Portadown keeper but eventually the ball fell for Danielle Falkiner to strike it into the net.  Portadown fought back but excellent defending by Florence Ogonda and outstanding play by the young Alex Simpson in goal left Ards with a well deserved win.

Ards (B) 1: 1 Portadown (B) 

As this was the last of the Sunday sessions this year a few of the Under 12’s were asked to play for the B squad to gain some league experience.   Amy Rothwell slotted well into her sweeper position and gave a solid performance against a strong Portadown team.  Ards continued to maintain pressure through Lucy Octave in midfield switching the ball to Emily Foster who did well to level the score.

Ards (A) 5: 0 Grosvenor (C)

With Brownlow unable to play, Grosvenor fielded their Under 12 side to stand in.  However Ards proved to be too strong for the young side and goals quickly came from Leona Lappin(2) Danielle Falkiner, Gabrielle Park and Erin Larmour.  Rachel Hamilton stood firm at the back but was rarely troubled.

Ards (B) 1: 0 Lurgan (B)

Another two of the Under12’s made their debut in this game.  Katie Majury gave a feisty performance in midfield and Louise Bickerstaff with the help of experienced Rachel Powderly held strong at the back. Lurgan pushed forward but were frequently denied by Alex Simpson.  Alana McVea and Becky Poots played well together up front with Becky finally scoring the well deserved winner.

These excellent results will no doubt build the girls confidence as they head off to Finals Day on 20th March at Lisnagarvey.

Thanks to Robyn Larmour and Hannah Simpson for umpiring and to Gillian Murphy for standing in as coach in the absence of Paul. The girls were well organised as ever by the efficient Elaine Larmour.
Saturday 12/03/11
1st v Ballymoney 1st. Passback 6pm at Civil Service (Irish Hockey League). 
2xi v Dromore 2nd at Ards Leisure Centre. Passback 2.30pm.
3rd xi v Saintfield 2nd on gravel at Portaferry Road. Passback 2.30pm. 
4th xi v PSNI 2nd at Ards Leisure Centre. Passback 4.00pm. This is a Minor Plate Fixture.
Sunday sees the young Under 11s in action in the ‘finals blitz day’ at Lisnagarvey. All support is welcome although pitch congestion means that the girls have had to change to the morning slot and will play between 10am and 12.30pm at the Comber Rd, Hillsborough venue.
 
