Ards 3 Cork Harlequins 0 (Irish Hockey League Game)

Ards started brightly with the talented Chloe Brown and effervescent Tamara McLeod causing havoc up front. These two combined to create the first real chance of the match when McLeod crossed for Brown who just failed to get a strong enough touch at the far post. Hannah Coey forced her way through on the right flank two minutes later and fired in a great shot which bizarrely hit the legs of an Ards team mate which prevented the shot flying in on the left post. Cork Harlequins first penetrated the Ards circle in the 10th minute of the game and Leanne Mullins forced a good reflex save from Naomi McKnight in the Ards goal. The Cork outfit forced the first penalty corner of the match in the 15th minute but an Yvonne O’Byrne shot was blocked by Caroline Adams and the quarter ended 0-0. 

Ards held possession straight from the re-start and a Katy Fraser run released Emma Begley down the right flank and her cross was dummied by McLeod to allow it run through perfectly for Becky Weir to time her run and lob to perfection; 1-0 Ards. Ards stretched their lead in the 24th minute of the game when their first penalty corner was dispatched clinically by Heather McClurg with Vanessa Sargent in goals getting a touch but not able to prevent it from deflecting in. Three minutes later McLeod hit the side netting with a high shot. Super work by the striker presented a good opportunity to Emma Begley but her shot flashed agonisingly across an open net. The quarter ended with Katy Fraser narrowly off target with a reverse stick. The halfway point of the game was reached with Ards in a 2-0 lead.

The third quarter opened with one of the young Cork players receiving a green card but the two minute suspension did not trouble them as they forced a good save from McKnight from open play and then won their second penalty corner. A sweep corner shot from Cork Captain Cliodhna Sargent was cleared but shortly afterwards Orlagh Cotter hit the post from open play for the visitors. Ards won their second set piece of the game but in a strategical mix-up the ball went loose to the opponents and an illegal move led to the home team being reduced to 10 players for a few minutes. The third quarter ended with Cork wasting their 3rd penalty corner with a lifted shot.

The game was effectively over when Katy Fraser slotted an intelligent pass through to the evergreen Tamara McLeod on the back line. McLeod showed that she has lost none of her creativity by cheekily slotting the ball home from the narrowest of angles to make it 3-0. The relative inexperience of one her markers was shown shortly afterwards when a bad stick tackle on her led to the only yellow of the game. Ards had one more effort when Hannah Coey fired a reverse stick shot wide of the left post but Cork pressed for a consolation in the final flourish and a rare mistake by the impressive Caroline Adams led to them winning a final penalty corner. The set piece broke down but having shed her defensive mask, Ards defender Heather McClurg was really unlucky to take a ball full in the face and played no further part in the game. Without further incident the electronic clock ticked down to a conclusion with a bonus point 3-0 win for Ards. 

Cork Harlequins coach John Moloney was disappointed with the score line and singled out their Irish international Cliodhna Sargent as giving a real Captain’s performance in the centre of their defence.

Ards Captain Janice Vaughan was delighted with the result and the level of performance citing the work rate of the entire team as exceptional with the contribution of the forwards in particular making a real difference to other recent displays.

The game was well-handled in an effective manner by both umpires Lynn Morrow and PJ Whyte which helped play flow and allowed an enjoyable match between two teams both in a rebuilding process. Thanks to the table officials, ball girls and those who turned up to spectate.

Ards 2nds 4 North Down 2

Saturday saw the 2nd xi involved in a local derby with North Down 2xi's. These matches each season produce a great atmosphere due to the 12th player of the crowd who traditionally brave the elements to watch. Ards started strongly scoring first with a penalty corner with Jodie Ingham taking the final touch on the left post. North Down came back with goal very soon after and appeared to be mounting more attacks themselves. However Ards 2nds rose to the challenge and the gauntlet was laid down by Brenna McEwan from the right with a terrific strike. 
The 2-1 lead at half time was not convincing and Ards needed to up the work rate which they did. Throughout the whole match the pace was high and the movement at times from the whole team was increasingly smooth. When the young 2nds play at this pace they always seem to play much better, a note for future games girls!
The second half was as exciting as the first with Sarah Foster scoring a typical ‘left wingers goal’ shortly after she took to the pitch for the first time in the match. This was followed shortly after with another penalty corner triumph from Amanda Houston finishing from the right post this time. Coach Phil Rankin will be pleased to appreciate that all  the  offensive practice on Monday night’s is finally starting to come through on the pitch. In the closing minutes of the match, as Ards started to tire they conceded a break away goal from North Down’s right winger Helen McGaughey, a key player for them all match. 
Despite this last goal the game finished 4-2 to Ards after a keenly contested  match across the pitch. Gratitude as a team must go to the amazing support of the crowd who encouraged us the whole way through and in particular to Becky Weir who showed how much her play has progressed working with a relatively new squad and still managing to dominate. Special mention also to Brena McEwan who gave it ‘her all’ despite being the Queen of the Formal during the long the night before!

Ards 3rd xi 3  Kilkeel 2nd xi 0

On Saturday Ards 3rdXI played some of their best hockey of the season in the first half of their home game against Kilkeel.  After a couple of early forages into the Ards attack by the visitors Ards started to settle down and it wasn’t long before they look the lead.  Following a great move featuring Sarah Louise Busby and Rachel Falkiner out of the Ards defence, Falkiner used her pace to sweep down the left.  Having driven through the Kilkeel midfield she found left wing Jess Moore, who on rounding the right back flicked a cross to Natalie Bronkhorst on the far post who nudged the ball home from close in.  Ards continued to play fast attacking hockey and could have extended their lead within minutes when Niamh Hughes collected a Chelsey Surgenor through ball, however, she found the keeper equal to her first time shot.  Kilkeel proved to be dangerous on the break and on several occasions Zoe Bronkhorst was forced into the game, however, she anticipated the play well and cleared the danger.

Ards extended their lead half way through the first period when they again used their strength on the left to create more danger and this time Jess Moore drew the foul and was awarded a penalty corner.  From the penalty corner Ards took route number 1 and despite taking a deflection Sami McClements first time shot was too powerful for the Kilkeel keeper and the ball rifled off the backboard to make the score 2-0 to the home side.  Five minutes before half time Ards effectively sealed their victory, this time through a Jess Moore goal.  Again the ever dangerous Niamh Hughes forced her way down the right and after creating a ‘2 v 1’ with the Kilkeel sweeper she neatly moved the ball to Jess Moore who swept the ball home from close in, leaving the half time score 3-0.

The 2nd half was a far more even affair after Kilkeel made some tactical changes at half time.  They came out for the second period in a more attacking format and looked a lot more solid in defence.  For their part Ards appeared to take a bit of more relaxed approach to the game and weren’t the same strength as they had being in the first half.  Both midfields saw plenty of the ball in the second half and Ards continued to create chances which fell to Natalie Bronkhorst and Jess Moore, however, a combination of missed opportunities and good defending meant that the chances went a begging and the score remained the same – final score 3-0 to Ards.

Well done to the team for playing in such a positive manner given the disappointment of last week’s defeat and congratulations to this week’s player of the match Niamh Hughes.

Fixtures for the weekend

1st XI v Bray 1st XI Irish Senior Cup, 2.45pm start @ Ards Leisure Centre
2nd XI - Junior League 2, V Ballymena 2nds, Ballymena Showgrounds, 2.30pm 
3rd XI - Junior League 6, V Lisnagarvey, Lisnagarvey HC at 1pm 
4th XI - Junior League 7, V Ulster Elks, Portaferry Road, at 2.30pm
Sunday 14th November

Ards Under 13 squads in action @ CIYMS from 1pm until 4pm

 

 
