Ards 1st xi 1 Armagh 1st xi 4
Ards travelled to play Armagh in the first round of the Irish Hockey League on Saturday. Despite a competitive game Ards lost 4-1.
The game started at a high tempo with Armagh dominating possession and putting pressure on the Ards defence. Indeed within 10 minutes Armagh took the lead when they converted a well worked penalty corner routine. This gave the home side confidence and shortly after Armagh added to their lead when an excellent reverse stick shot found the top corner.

It was 2-0 after the first quarter but Ards came out fighting in the second quarter. They began to retain possession and move the ball around. Excellent play in midfield from Tamara McLeod and Chloe Brown managed to carve open the Armagh defence and Chloe Brown was on hand to force the ball home from close range.

At this point the game was finely balanced and play moved from end to end with neither side being able to capitalise on their opportunities. The score remained 2-1 until ten minutes from the end when Armagh sealed the game after they scored another penalty corner and were rewarded a stroke from a final set piece which they converted. 
Ards can take some positives from this game and should look forward to Saturday when they host Knock at Ards Leisure Centre 2.30pm start.

 

Ards 2nds 0 Harlequins 3rds 4
A young Ards 2nds squad took the pitch against a well-balanced Harlequins outfit who paraded a blend of youth and experience at Ards leisure centre last Saturday. Ards were under the cosh from the outset and had timely interceptions from Robyn Larmour and Emma Patton to thank for early relief. Goalkeeper Naomi McKnight played with authority throughout the game but was powerless to react to a freak opening goal from an intended cross when Frankie Brown deflected it past her for an unfortunate own goal. Frankie aided by the lively Brenna McEwen tried to make amends down the right flank with the most hopeful Ards attacks coming from that source. Too often the final pass went astray or the ball dragged inside was picked off by the astute opposition who read the Ards offensive play with frustrating regularity.

Despite a half time recognition that a more forceful carriage of the ball was required it was Harlequins who struck twice in quick succession. A loss of possession in midfield led to a swift counter attack and they quickly established a 3-0 lead. The final quarter was evenly contested but again the visitors took advantage of the high Ards backline on the counter attack and scored the one remaining goal of the match. Hopefully the young developing Ards squad will pick up some key learning points from this encounter as the irony was that possession may have been slightly greater in Harlequins favour but not consistent with this disappointing scoreline.

 

 Ards 3rds 2 – 0 Carrick Ladies
On Saturday Ards 3rds travelled to Carrick Leisure Centre to play Carrick 3rds in the latest round of matches in Junior 6 league. In an entertaining game, played in good spirit Ards had the majority of play throughout the game but it was only in the closing stages that they made the pressure pay and they secured the 3 points.  In the early passages of the game the Ards midfield secured a lot of possession and created good opportunities for the Ards forwards to open the scoring with both Natalie Bronkhorst and Sami McClements having good shots well saved by the Carrick keeper.  Ards found a lot of room on the flanks and Rachel Falkiner and Niamh Hughes in particular created problems with their skill and pace driving through the Carrick defence, however, Carrick were well disciplined and ensured that many of the Ards attacks were cleared without any real problem.  The home team didn’t just sit back and soak up the pressure but they were determined to create opportunities of their own and Rebekah Munn and Zoe Bronkhorst in defence had to stay alert and were called on several times to clear the danger.  

Despite Ards percentage of play they were unable to break the deadlock and the teams went in on level terms at the break.  The pattern of play was similar to the first half with Ards creating the best chances and the home team being solid in defence and relying on the break to create scoring opportunities of their own.  Half way through the half Ards nearly took the lead following a good passage of play between Rachel Falkiner and Sarah Louise Busby and when Jess Moore’s first time shot hit the outside of the post the Carrick defence reacted quickest to clear the danger.  With time running out Ards felt as if they weren’t going to break the deadlock, however, they eventually got what they deserved – an opening goal with only four minutes remaining.  A strong run on the right by Niamh Hughes allowed her to flash a pass across the Carrick circle where she found Jess Moore and despite her first shot being well blocked she persevered and picked up the rebound to rifle a shot passed the Carrick keeper.  

As Carrick went in search of an equaliser Ards used the space behind the midfield to good affect and when Jess Moore latched onto a Rachel Falkiner pass her first time shot was only parried by the keeper and the ball squirmed through to Natalie Bronkhorst who slid the ball home from close range leaving Ards 2-0 winners and picking up the 3 points their performance deserved.

Well done to Niamh Hughes this week’s player of the match.

Ards 4XI 2 Belfast Harlequins 6XI 1

Belfast Harlequins 6XI travelled to Ards Leisure Centre on a bright and sunny Saturday. Ards were eager to get on the score sheet early, and they pressured the opposition’s goal but unfortunately it was Harlequins who got a break and managed to score, despite the best efforts of Marian Mateer’s saves in goal. Marian has been persuaded to come out of retirement to play in goals for recent team mates in place of the injured Paula Hooker.

Not put off by the Harlequins early goal, Ards continued to put pressure on their defence and a good run of passing between Melissa Rollo and Judith Taylor fed the ball through to Jess Rollo who steadied herself to fire the scores back to 1-1. With perfect timing Ards stole the match with a penalty corner strike from Claire Millar just before full-time and Harlequins had no chance to save the points at this late stage.

Junior Club Material
Ards Under 13A 1 : 1 Belfast Harlequins A
Ards Under 13’s began this year’s league campaign on a warm sunny Sunday afternoon at CIYMS.The “A”  squad quickly slotted into their winning formation with a well fought 1-1 draw against a determined Harlequins side.Strong runs from Abby Larmour down the right hand side put Harlequins under early pressure and great play from an on form Leona Lappin and quick pass to Danielle Falkiner gave Ards an early lead. Harlequins came back strong and despite a few stunning saves by Sarah Simpson in goal, Harlequins managed to sneak an equaliser just before the hooter sounded.
Ards Under 13B 1 : 1 Belfast Harlequins B
The “B” squad came face to face with Harlequins B team in their first match.  Although the Ards squad have had very little previous match play together, they gelled quickly and put Harlequins under pressure from the start. However the opposition pounced on an error to take an early lead and Ards were left to chase the rest of this game. Newcomer Shannon Booth made some excellent drives down the right flank, linking well with Becky Poots, and following several good chances finally managed to put in the equalising goal. Great defending from Holly Stephens and Sarah Simpson in goal made sure of at least a point.
Ards Under 13A 2 : 1 Grosvenor A
In their second match the “A” team were taken off guard by an early goal from Grosvenor.  They rallied quickly and came back attacking with Danielle Falkiner getting her second goal of the day. Gabrielle Park followed swiftly with a second goal and although Grosvenor tried to recover, strong defensive play by Rachel Powderly and Florence Ogonda denied them further. Erin Larmour fought on tirelessly but unfortunately her first goal attempt was disallowed and her second crossed the line just as the hooter sounded.

Ards Under 13B 0:0 Grosvenor B 
Despite some lovely through balls from Emma Simpson and Alana McVea and a surging push in midfield from Anna Warden and Rhiannon Osborne, the “B” team found it difficult to overpower Grosvenor B in the second of their matches.
In an end to end game Grosvenor were denied their chances by strong hitting Chloe Campbell and debutant Beth Anderson to leave the match without a goal at either end.

Thanks to Robyn Larmour and Hannah Simpson who, shadowed by Joan Sterrit and Ruth Swales, gallantly took on the mantle of umpiring these matches. Paul Osborne will have had his eyes opened as to what is necessary on the coaching front and thanks to Elaine Larmour who managed the girls efficiently as ever! Thanks also to all of the parents who supported and to Nicola Browne for bringing the much needed coffee!

This weekend it is the turn of the new Ards Under 11 team to play at CIYMS for their first taste of competitive action on Sunday afternoon. Good luck to all involved! 
Fixtures for Saturday

1st xi v Knock 1st xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
2nd xi V Priorians 2nd xi. TBA though will be an Away fixture.
3rd xi v Greenisland 3rd xi. Passback 4.00pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
4th xi v Knock 3rd xi. Passback 2.30pm on gravel at Londonderry Park.

