Ards 3rd XI 1 – 0 Saintfield 2nd XI

On Saturday Ards 3rd XI travelled to Grosvenor School to play Saintfield 2nd XI in their first league match of the new season.

Saintfield started the better of the two teams as their hockey was more direct and they caused early problems for the Ards defence, however, Alex Deering and Rebekah Munn proved a steadying influence at the back and cleared the danger when required.  It took Ards about ten minutes to settle into any sort of a rhythm, however, some good passages of play between Rachel Falkiner, Sarah Foster and Jessica Moore ensured that the visitors started to make an impact on the game.  

For the remainder of the first half play was relatively even and both teams created good scoring opportunities, mainly from set piece penalty corners – Ards saw a good shot from Sami McClements being well saved by the Saintfield keeper, whilst at the other end Alex Deering and Nicola Patton cleared the ball off the goal line.  Both teams continued to play attacking hockey for the remainder of the half but both sets of defence were up to the challenge and held firm.

The second half continued in the same vain as the first with both teams pressing forward in an attempt to break the deadlock and it was Ards who had the better of the chances.  The majority of the Ards chances came on the break following attacks by Saintfield when they were able to break swiftly down both wings, through Natalie Bronkhorst and Robyn Larmour and Jessica Moore and Sarah Foster on the left.  Ards should have scored the game’s first goal with only 10 minutes remaining when a good move down the right reached Sami McClements in the middle, Sami forged her way through the Saintfield defence and only a last ditch attempt by the Saintfield defence saw the danger being cleared following a melee in front of the goal.  Several other good attempts followed; however, once again Saintfield cleared the danger.  Following one of the Ards attacks Saintfield almost won the game when they created their best chance of the second half with only minutes remaining.  The Saintfield forwards pressed forward and got round the back of the Ards defence and despite having several attempts to clear their lines the ball feel to a Saintfield forward and as the ball ping-ponged around the Ards line the visitors were grateful to see the combination of Zoe Bronkhorst’s stick and the outstretched foot of Nicola Patton deflect the ball wide.  

With less than a minute remaining Ards found themselves on the attack down the right once again and good linking play between Robyn Larmour and Natalie Bronkhorst created a chance for Jessica Moore to deflect the ball past the keeper to give Ards a slender, and just about deserved 1-0 win.

Congratulations to Rebekah Munn who was this week’s player of the match and thanks to Joan Sterritt for umpiring.

Ards 4th XI 3 Grosvenor 4th XI 0

On Friday night Ards 4ths travelled to CIYMS to play Grosvenor 4ths.  From the outset Ards played well and dominated possession.  Strong defending, in particular from Katie Tener, allowed Ards to push forward.  Four young players, Stacy Lappin, sisiters Mel and Jess Rollo, and Gemma Adair were very good throughout the match.

Ards first goal came from captain, Clare Briggs, who pushed down the right wing into the circle and hit a straight shot into the net.  Ards followed this up with a second goal that came about from a pass from midfield being slotted home by Claire Millar.

Ards final goal was a result of Bethanie Chambers taking the ball from midfield into the circle and finishing her super play off with a fantastic shot to score and give Ards a 3-0 win.

Ards 1 Grosvenor 0 – under 15 league
The Ards under 15 squad took to the pitch for the first league match of the season against Grosveror. This was the first time that the girls had played a competitive 11 aside match together (last year matches were 8 a side) so there was much to look forward to.

Nicola Patton lined up in goals and credit to the Ards defence after the match Nicola said,’ I think I touched the ball once’… although through out match there were many scraps in front of goal. Alex Paden and Nicole Lyons both performed brilliantly at the back, playing a half each at sweeper, both reacted to breaks from the opposition and spread the ball around from free hits. A defensive unit of Gemma Adair, Kerry Long and Sophie Octave  picked up their players well, broke down the oppositions play and distributed the ball up to the midfield and forwards.

With 25 minutes each way there was a lot of running happening in the midfield as the ball went from end to end, the four strong unit of Bethanie Chambers, Jessica Bush, Leah Green and Phoebe Edgar  proved a tough line of bodies to get past, this meant that much of the match was played between the ‘25’s’
Grosvenor had a number of corners throughout the match but the well versed Ards defence were able to keep the ball out. At the other end Leanna Thompson, Ali Finlay, Taylor Wilson and Ashleigh Kennedy stood ready to pounce on long balls played through, but it was the work of Ashleigh who fought for a rebounded ball and played it back towards goal for Leanna to place low into the goal 3 minutes from time to give Ards the Victory.

Thank you to Phil Mills for umpiring and all the support on the side line.

Ards Under 14s 2 Harlequins Under 15s 6
An inexperienced Ards outfit tool the field against a Harlequins outfit in the newly created Under 15 development league at Civil Service last Sunday. With splendid weather and equally impressive facilities it was a difficult task for this squad who have very little match practice together. Ards have chosen to enter this age group into the ‘development’ league for Under 15 hockey as we have a further squad of older girls playing in the Under 15 performance league.
Harlequins won the first 15 minutes with a 2-0 advantage and registered the same margin with a 3-1 success in the second period – Ali Carson kept a clear head on the break to score the opening goal for Ards. With the gap closing and the positioning and tackles improving, the Ards girls gave a better account of themselves in the final third by drawing it 1-1. Hopefully a hint of the progression to come? Ali got another goal to her name and both her and Kirsty can mentally rehearse their next penalty ‘shuffle’ runs which Harlequins managed to cope with a bit better. Thanks to Sian for her defiance in nets and special praise to Ashleigh who played steadily under pressure at the back. As the league title suggests this is all about developing players and many of these girls plus those who are yet to feature will have the chance to form a stronger unit as skills, stamina and strength progress. Thanks to Ruth Swales for umpiring and a big word of appreciation for Sharon Boobyer who has taken on the role of manager for this age group. Squad used: Sian Doherty, Ashleigh Gillanders, Molly Brett, Corriander Geddis, Rebecca Welsh, Ali Carson, Cara-Mae Bailie, Kirsty Boobyer, Lauren Shepherd, Sophie Finlay and Bethan Edge.
Fixtures this weekend
Saturday

Sunday

Under 15s v NICS @ CIYMS 1pm start

Under 14s V Carrick Under 15s @ NICS 2pm start

