Ards Ladies Hockey Club
Randalstown 1sts 1 Ards 1sts 0

Ards had a disappointing 1-0 Premier League defeat against rivals Randalstown on Saturday away in Antrim. Despite early pressure from an eager Ards side with 3 penalty corners in the opening 20 minutes, Ards were unable to convert any of the goal scoring opportunities. Catherine Elkin was a key player for the Randalstown side as she played a number of through balls for forwards to run onto and in the final 15 minutes of the game it was a dangerous ball from Elkin that led to the side winning a short corner. Randalstown managed to capitalise on a defensive error from Ards by slotting the ball past the keeper from close range to make the score line 1-0. Unfortunately it was not to go Ards' way as top goal scorers Katy Bennett and Chloe Brown both had chances and both narrowly missed. It was a disappointing defeat considering the fact that Ards had a 3-0 victory against this team in mid December. It will now put pressure on the side to win remaining league matches if they are to qualify for the all Ireland league next season. This weekend Ards will turn their attentions to the all Ireland indoor weekend, if successful Ards will compete in the European league next season. Details are as follows:
Two ladies groups are being held on Saturday (one in Gormanstown and one in Loughlinstown) with the top two from each group go through to semi finals on Sunday.
Ladies Final Group A Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin, Saturday 14th January;
13.15pm  Galway v Ards,  16.00pm  Ards v Hermes, 17.50pm  Ards v Old Alexandra
A venue in Tallaght, Dublin holds the deciders on Sunday 15th January 2012 with the Women's Semi Finals at 12.00 noon (Winner Group A v Runner Up Group B) and at 14.00pm  (Winner Group B v Runner Up Group A). The two successful teams will compete in the Women's Final 16.00pm.
Ards 2nds 1 Harlequins 2nds 4
A young Ards team started off brightly despite their long lay-off and began exerting pressure from the outset. An early penalty corner award brought the opening goal for Ards with a ferocious strike by Jessica Ross flying past the ‘keeper. Sadly, the lead was not sustained for long as Harlequins forced a corner shortly afterwards in reply and in a reverse move the ball was switched back to the wide player to score from short range. Ards forced a few more set piece opportunities of their own but with no return. The visiting forwards did threaten on the break but a combination of panic covering and alertness from Hannah Simpson held them at bay until two minutes before the break when the speedy Frankie Brown was just too late in making the cover tackle and Simpson was beaten by a mis-hit shot.

A slight defensive change at half time reduced the likelihood of a breakaway Harlequins goal but did not prevent a score from the middle of the circle following an attack down Ards left flank. Ards pressed for a good 10 minutes when the score was at 3-1 but saw two penalty corner attempts scrambled off the Harlequins line. The killer blow came in the last 5 minutes and put the game well beyond doubt when a forward broke through on the right to score from a narrow angle. The final score was disappointing but did reflect the more experienced team’s ability to absorb pressure and still pounce on opposition mistakes to make it count.
Ards 3rd xi 3  Lisnagarvey 3rds 2
On Saturday Ards 3rdxi ran out relatively comfortable winners against
Lisnagarvey in their first league match of the new year. Playing on the
gravel at Portaferry Road Ards started well and created the better of
the opening chances, however, the 'Garvey keeper had a great game and
despite the chances they created the home team found it hard to gain
the advantage they deserved and the half time score remain 0-0. Ards
continued to push forward in the second half and within 5 minutes of the
restart they took the lead they deserved when Sarah Louise Busby showed
great determination to force the ball home from close range after the
keeper had make two good saves in close succession. Lisnagarvey for
their part always remained in the game and Zoe Bronkhorst had to remain
vigilant at sweeper to ensure the Ards defence remained intact. Ards
continued to press forward and were rewarded when they stretched their
lead half way through the half. Rachel Falkiner combined well with
Natalie Bronkhorst who turned the ball into the path of Jess Rollo and she neatly slotted home from a narrow angle. The remaining 10 minutes were
relatively even and both teams traded goals with Jess Rollo again
making good use of the through ball when she again ran clear of the
defence and pushed the ball passed the advancing keeper with ‘Garvey
scoring a consolation goal in the final minute to leave the game 3-2 to
Ards. Congratulations to Rachel Falkiner, this week’s player of the
match.
Ards 4th 4 Grosvenor 4ths 0

The 4ths played their first match of 2012 against Grosvenor at the Ards Leisure Centre on Saturday. Ards started strongly with most of the possession and after pressurising the Grosvenor goal with several missed opportunities, Sara Louise Baird was finally rewarded for her efforts, 1-0 to Ards. Ashleigh Kennedy got the second goal of the day, pushing in a cross from Claire Briggs just before the half time whistle. 

Grosvenor came back fighting in the second half but the defence handled any danger well with some good saved from keeper Paula Hooker and good play by sweeper Alex Paden. Defenders Laura Sinnamon and Corriander Geddis continue to play with authority. Ards got their 3rd and final goal of the match 5 minutes before the final whistle with Claire Briggs flicking it over the ‘keeper’s head who had gone in for the tackle with both feet but ended up on the ground. A great win for Ards who are still top of the Junior 7 table. 


 
Ards 5th xi 2  Bangor 2nds 0
Ards 5th xi got back to winning ways this week when they beat Bangor
2nds 2-0 in a fairly competitive game played at Portaferry Road. A
combination of youth and experience gave Ards a solid base for the game
and it wasn't long before they took the lead. A good move on the right
between Cara Mae Bailie and Leanna Thompson saw the ball break free in
the circle and the ever alert Jenna Fraser pounced on the loose ball 
and neatly slotted it past the Bangor keeper. The game was a fairly even
affair throughout and Joan Sterritt and Nicole Lyons were called upon
several times to make timely interceptions in the Ards defence to
ensure the home team retained their slender 1-0 lead going into the
second half. The second half again proved a competitive encounter, one
which either team could have won.  Ards just had the edge going
forward and Kirstie Boobyer and Cara Mae Bailie in particular pushed
into attack to try to increase the Ards advantage. With 10 minutes left
Ards secured the three points when a solo run by Kirstie enabled her to push into the circle and her strong flick from the edge of the circle evaded the Bangor keeper to leave the final score 2-0.
Congratulations to Jenna Fraser this week’s player of the match. 

Fixtures for Saturday
1st xi will be playing in Dublin in the Irish Indoor Tournament - Good Luck girls.
2nd xi v Lisnagarvey 2nd xi. Passback 2.30pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
3rd xi v Dromore 4th xi. Passback 4.00pm at Ards Leisure Centre.
4th xi v PSNI 2nd xi. Passback time 2.00PM ON GRAVEL AT PORTAFERRY ROAD.
5th xi v Ballymena 4th xi. Passback 2.30PM at Ballymena Showgrounds.

